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Talk Blurbs and Presenter Bios 

 

Friday, Apr 5  

 

8am 

 

Room 1 – Kester Brewin 

 

Pirate Christianity: What the Tragedy of the Prodigal Tells Us 

About a Religion of the Commons (B) 

 

Kester teaches mathematics in South East London. He is also a 

freelance writer, poet and consultant for BBC education, writing 

regularly on education and technology for the national educational 

press, and publishing a number of highly acclaimed books of 

theology. His latest, Mutiny! Why We Love Pirates and How They 

Can Save Us, begins with a ground-breaking re-examination of the culture of piracy, seeking to 

understand our continued fascination with all things pirate, and ends up exploring a theology of the 

commons with a devastating new reading of the prodigal son story as a tragedy. His poetry has 

appeared in magazines worldwide and, along with a new short theological work on magic and 

superheroes, he is currently preparing his debut novel for publication. His previous books include Other: 

Loving Self, God and Neighbour in a World of Fractures and Signs of Emergence (published in the UK 

as The Complex Christ). His new book, After Magic: Moves Beyond Super-Nature From Batman to 

Shakespeare, is out now. His website is kesterbrewin.com 

 

9am 

 

Room 1 – Micki Pulleyking 

 

God, Postmodernism, and  

Why I Am Choosing to Stay in the Church (B) 

 

Micki is a teacher and a preacher. She calls the classroom her 

“sanctuary” and church the “grace of her life” (in spite of the reality that 

the church she grew up in would not allow her to preach because she’s 

not male). She is a Senior Instructor at Missouri State University, where 

she has taught thousands of students since joining the Religious 

Studies department faculty in 1993, and an ordained minister in the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Micki earned graduate degrees in New Testament Studies from 

Harvard (MDiv) and in Philosophy of Religion from Boston University (PhD). She also received a premier 

degree from the University of Strasbourg, France. She was awarded the Rotary International Fellowship 

and traveled the world for more than a year. She has mourned the deaths of her child, mom, dad, and 

her God idea. Micki’s dissertation discusses the impact of death on life – on religious world views. Her 

favorite title is mom; she and her husband have two teenagers. She loves life – where in the impossible 

we find our hope. 

 

  

http://www.lulu.com/shop/search.ep?type=&keyWords=mutiny+kester+brewin&x=0&y=0&sitesearch=lulu.com&q=
http://www.lulu.com/shop/search.ep?type=&keyWords=mutiny+kester+brewin&x=0&y=0&sitesearch=lulu.com&q=
http://www.lulu.com/shop/kester-brewin/after-magic/paperback/product-20932418.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/kester-brewin/after-magic/paperback/product-20932418.html
http://www.kesterbrewin.com/
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10am 

 

Room 1 – Peter Rollins 

 

The Idolatry of God: Breaking Our Addiction to Certainty 

and Satisfaction (B) 

 

Pete is a widely sought after writer, lecturer, storyteller and 

public speaker. He is also the founder of ikon, a faith group 

that has gained an international reputation for blending live 

music, visual imagery, soundscapes, theatre, ritual and 

reflection to create what they call ‘transformance art’.  

 

Pete gained his higher education from Queens University, Belfast and has earned degrees (with 

distinction) in Scholastic Philosophy (BA Hons), Political Theory (MA) and Post-Structural thought (PhD). 

He is currently a Research Associate with the Irish School of Ecumenics in Trinity College, Dublin, and is 

the author of the much talked about How (Not) to Speak of God. Other books include The Orthodox 

Heretic, Insurrection: To Believe is Human, To Doubt Divine, and, his most recent, The Idolatry of God: 

Breaking Our Addiction to Certainty and Satisfaction. He was born in Belfast but currently resides in 

Greenwich, CT. His website is peterrollins.net 
 

11am 

 

Room 1 – Kester Brewin 

 

Beyond Super-Nature: Faithful Renunciations of Super-Power 

from Shakespeare to Batman (B) 

 

With a response from Peter Rollins and John Caputo 

 

Kester teaches mathematics in South East London, He is also a 

freelance writer, poet and consultant for BBC education, writing 

regularly on education and technology for the national educational 

press, and publishing a number of highly acclaimed books of theology. His latest, Mutiny! Why We Love 

Pirates and How They Can Save Us, begins with a ground-breaking re-examination of the culture of 

piracy, seeking to understand our continued fascination with all things pirate, and ends up exploring a 

theology of the commons with a devastating new reading of the prodigal son story as a tragedy. His 

poetry has appeared in magazines worldwide and, along with a new short theological work on magic and 

superheroes, he is currently preparing his debut novel for publication. His previous books include Other: 

Loving Self, God and Neighbour in a World of Fractures and Signs of Emergence (published in the UK 

as The Complex Christ). His new book, After Magic: Moves Beyond Super-Nature From Batman to 

Shakespeare, is out now. His website is kesterbrewin.com 

 

  

http://www.amazon.com/The-Idolatry-God-Addiction-Satisfaction/dp/1451609027
http://www.amazon.com/The-Idolatry-God-Addiction-Satisfaction/dp/1451609027
http://peterrollins.net/
http://www.lulu.com/shop/search.ep?type=&keyWords=mutiny+kester+brewin&x=0&y=0&sitesearch=lulu.com&q=
http://www.lulu.com/shop/search.ep?type=&keyWords=mutiny+kester+brewin&x=0&y=0&sitesearch=lulu.com&q=
http://www.lulu.com/shop/kester-brewin/after-magic/paperback/product-20932418.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/kester-brewin/after-magic/paperback/product-20932418.html
http://www.kesterbrewin.com/
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1pm Breakout Session I 

 

Room 1 – Post-Christianity 

Christian Piatt 

 

Christian Piatt 

 

PostChristian: What’s Left? Can We Fix It? Do We Care? (P)  

 

More people than ever before are defecting from religion, citing years of 

hypocrisy and abuse. But painstakingly regaining faith on our own terms 

involves reconciling what Christianity claims to be with what it’s intended to 

be. This presentation takes inherent ‘Christian vices’ – such as pride, 

unquestioning certainty, and judgment – and transforms them into 

‘Christian virtues’ – humility, faith, and mercy – demonstrating that it’s not  

just the ‘sinner’ who needs redemption, but Christianity itself.  

 

Christian is an author, editor, speaker, musician and spoken word artist. He co-founded Milagro Christian 

Church in Pueblo, Colorado, with his wife, Rev. Amy Piatt, in 2004. He is the creator and editor 

of Banned Questions About the Bible and Banned Questions About Jesus. He co-created and co-edited 

the WTF: Where’s the Faith? young adult series and has a new memoir on faith, family and parenting out 

now, called PREGMANCY: A Dad, a Little Dude and a Due Date. For more information about Christian, 

visit www.christianpiatt.com, or find him on Twitter or Facebook. 

 

Room 2 – Encouraging Self-Critical Reflection in Churches 

Elisabeth Bayley, Robert Bayley, Colby Dickinson, and Ronald Dickinson 

 

Elisabeth Bayley, Robert Bayley, Colby Dickinson, and Ronald Dickinson 

 

How do Christians Form Self-Critical Perspectives in Today’s Church? 

Four Interrelated Reponses (B) 

 

 
 

Two career pastors (United Methodist and Presbyterian) and their academic children (both Catholic) 

examine what self-critical dynamics need to be present within church practice in order for a ‘healthy’ 

sense of self-reflexivity to serve the Christian (and ecumenical) life today. As is often the case, Christians 

can be prone to surround themselves with other like-minded Christians, and not dare to venture outside 

their (ecclesial) comfort zone, consequently struggling at times to accept differences in faith (e.g. doubts, 

scientific challenges to faith, atheism, etc) – even the differences that exist on the margins of their own 

church. In many ways, we are living in a time when a church’s success record has taken the driver’s seat 

and truth has often been put in the back seat. Yet, if ‘ordinary’ Christians look at themselves critically – 

http://www.amazon.com/Banned-Questions-about-Bible-Christian/dp/0827202466/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1290198163&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Banned-Questions-about-Jesus-Christian/dp/0827202695/ref=pd_sim_b_1
http://www.amazon.com/Pregmancy-Dad-Little-Dude-Date/dp/082723032X/ref=ntt_at_ep_dpt_4
http://www.christianpiatt.com/
https://twitter.com/christianpiatt
https://www.facebook.com/christianpiattauthor


| 4  

including at times in-depth examinations of what constitutes faith in a postmodern context – they in turn 

may help the church to look at itself critically (and radically) too.   

 

Elisabeth is a doctoral student at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium. Her father, Robert, is 

interim pastor of John Knox Presbyterian Church in Seattle. Colby is Assistant Professor of Theology at 

Loyola University, Chicago. His father, Ronald, is senior pastor of First United Methodist Church in 

O’Fallon, Illinois. 

 

Room 3 – Radical Theology I 

Janet Abbey and J. Leavitt Pearl 

 

Janet Abbey 

 

Reading DeLillo’s Cosmopolis Through Jesus:  

A Sermon for Today (A) 

 

Baudrillard has stated that if late capitalism is to be destroyed, it 

will have to be destroyed by capitalism itself or not at all, which 

means it is going to destroy both us and the planet we live on. 

But Don DeLillo’s novel Cosmopolis suggests the possibility of 

a revolutionary act when his character Eric Packer joyously destroys his wealth. Is this act not akin 

to Jesus’ last act, of overturning the tables of the money changers in the Temple? Is Packer not a 

revolutionary like Jesus? This presentation will ultimately suggest, however, that DeLillo believes in 

a narrative transcendence that challenges postmodernists like Baudrillard and Foucault.  

 

Janet has an MS in Education from the University of Pennsylvania and an MA in Experimental 

Psychology from the University of Delaware. She has taught grades K through graduate school, and at 

Philadelphia Community College from 1969 to 1982. She received her certification in Behavior Therapy 

from Joseph Wolpe MD in 1974 and was a psychoanalytical therapist until 1992. She has also been a 

performing artist with Bricolage in New York City, Philadelphia, and Amsterdam (1976 – 1981). At 

present, she writes about media and postmodern thought, reflecting on the work of such figures as 

Foucalult, Baudrillard, Rubenstin, Virilio, Žižek, Lacan, Dolto, Caputo, Crockett, Malabou, Ayn Rand, 

Tupitsyn, and others. Her blog posts can be found at seymourblogger.blogspot.com. 

 

J. Leavitt Pearl 

 

Living Faith as Embodied Faith: Religious Practice  

After Merleau-Ponty’s Phenomenology of the Body (A) 

 

How is it that the church can engage the whole human person – not 

simply their spirituality? In the postmodern turn away from Cartesian 

conceptions of the person, the human individual is no longer conceived 

as a disembodied spirit, and objectivity is beginning to look more and 

more like alienation. In such a world, the church can no longer rely solely 

upon an engagement with the ‘spirit’ but must recognize the primordiality 

of embodiment.  

  

Drawing upon Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology of the body, this presentation will argue that a living faith 

must take the form of an embodied faith, and that it is embodiment that will offer the church a path into 

the future.   

 

http://seymourblogger.blogspot.com/
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Justin is currently pursuing a PhD in systematic theology at Duquesne University. He is primarily 

interested in the relationship between French phenomenology and medieval mystical theology, as well 

as the phenomenology of the body and its relationship to gender studies. Justin received his BA in 

Recording from Eastern Nazarene College, and two Masters from Boston University’s School of 

Theology. 

 

Room 4 – Atheism for Lent 

Jim Kast-Keat and Katharine Sarah Moody 

 

Jim Kast-Keat 

 

I Believe in Atheism for Lent:  

Intellectualism for Everyone (B) 

 

While the nomenclature of a Freudian slip, opium for the 

masses, and ‘God is dead’ are common in American 

Christianity, few who use them understand them correctly. 

Assuming they have nothing to learn from these ‘secular 

magi,’ Christians are quick to impose their own (mis)interpretations on Freud, Marx, and Nietzsche, too 

easily dismissing their work and trading a ‘hermeneutic of suspicion’ for a hermeneutic of fear and 

certainty. A course like Atheism For Lent, however, invites participants to engage the works of these and 

other atheists who precede and follow them. It is an intellectual experience made accessible for 

everyone, an intentional survey of the foundational themes and voices of philosophical atheism that 

expose the god-objects we create, project, perpetuate, and protect. These religious critiques are not 

reserved for the intellectually elite, but can and should be made accessible to everyone. 

 

Jim is a divergent thinker, ideation specialist, and aspiring minimalist. He is, among other things, a writer, 

speaker, theologian, designer, photographer, and all around good guy. (Also, he always wears a shirt 

and a tie.) Jim spent over half a decade as a pastor at Mars Hill Bible Church in Grand Rapids, MI and 

currently works as a Product Designer with sparkhouse in Minneapolis, MN. Jim and his wife Jes (the 

Rev. JKK) currently live in New York City where they do their best to smile, breathe, and go slowly. To 

find out more about Jim, go to www.jimkastkeat.com and start exploring. 

 

Katharine Sarah Moody 

 

Atheism as a Contemplative Practice and  

Philosophy as a Spiritual Discipline (B) 

 

How can atheism be understood as a contemplative practice? 

How can philosophy be seen as a spiritual discipline? This 

presentation takes Atheism for Lent as a case study that 

suggests ways in which the practice of engaging with 

philosophical critiques of religion by great modern atheists 

can encourage subjective transformation among faith communities. It introduces a small-scale research 

project from the UK that examines how reading philosophical texts can impact individual and collective 

practices. 

 

Katharine gained her PhD in Religious Studies from Lancaster University, UK, in 2010. She is currently a 

Research Associate in the Department of Philosophy at the University of Liverpool, UK, where she is 

developing a new research network, Philosophy and Religious Practices. Her own research examines 

the relationship between continental philosophy, radical theology and lived religion, and in particular 

http://www.jimkastkeat.com/
http://philosophyreligion.wordpress.com/
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between emerging Christianity and the work of John D. Caputo, Slavoj Žižek, Alain Badiou and Simon 

Critchley. Her books include Post-Secular Theology and the Church: A New Kind of Christian is A New 

Kind of Atheist (Wipf & Stock, 2014), and Radical Theology and Emerging Christianity: Deconstruction, 

Materialism and Religious Practices (Ashgate, 2014). She blogs at katharinesarahmoody.tumblr.com, 

tweets at @KSMoody, and is Review Editor for the blog of the journal Political Theology. 

 

Room 5a – Church Planting 

Jared Witt 

 

Jared Witt 

 

Are Church Planters Entrepreneurs?  

The Hipster and the Kingdom of God (P) 

 

One response of North American Christians to the changing religious 

landscape has been the practice of starting new congregations.  These 

new congregations function like R&D labs for Christian 

communities.  What can we learn from these new congregations about 

the forms faith might take in the future? 

 

 

 

 

Jared grew up quasi-evangelical, went to Ozark Christian College, then to Yale for his MDiv and PhD in 

Religious Studies. After roaming affiliations, he has now settled in as a PCUSA pastor in the insignificant 

little hamlet of Fort Scott, KS. He enjoys hanging and traveling with his wife and three boys. He is most 

jacked right now about helping a mainline congregation in a small town re-imagine its future. His current 

writing projects include: How To Live in a Place: Essays on Mobility and Staying Put; Paying Our Poets 

and Plumbers: Essays on Work and Compensation; Waking Into Mystery: Essays on Hope and 

Death; and Missing Market Street, a critical look at an urban renewal project in downtown Fort Scott that 

demolished 88 historic buildings on Market Street in the late 1960’s. 

 

Room 5b – Ancient-Future Spiritual Practices 

Tom Boone 

 

Tom Boone 

 

Ancient Spiritual Practices for Transforming a Postmodern World (P) 

 

Three time-honored spiritual practices, common to many religious 

traditions including Christianity, are making a resurgence in the 21st 

Century, especially among post-modern people of faith and progressive 

congregations: Contemplative Prayer (Meditation), personal and small 

group Spiritual Retreats, and Spiritual Direction (popularly referred to as 

Spiritual Companionship, Guidance, or Friendship). In this session you will 

learn more about the purpose and benefits of these resurfacing practices, 

as well as participate as a group in a Guided Meditation. 

 

Tom is Founder and President of Life Development Ministries and Mystic Trace Spiritual Retreat Center, 

spiritual formation ministries that began in 2005. Before then he ministered for 35 years through a variety 

of professional church leadership positions in Missouri and Utah. His last church position was Associate 

http://katharinesarahmoody.tumblr.com/
https://twitter.com/KSMoody
http://www.politicaltheology.com/blog/
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Pastor for University Heights in Springfield, MO, where he served for 17 years. He is a member of and a 

volunteer in spiritual formation work at National Avenue Christian Church. His education includes 

Masters degrees in both Religious Education (Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1984) and 

Christian Spirituality (Creighton University, 2004). He and his wife Kathryn have been married 43 years. 

They have 3 adult children and 3 grandchildren. They reside near Pleasant Hope, MO, where the 

Retreat Center and Kathryn’s private counseling practice are located. 

 

2pm 

 

Room 1 – Namsoon Kang 

 

Community without Community: Postmodern De/Construction 

of Jesus Community Toward a Life-Affirming Site of Planetary 

Hospitality (B) 

 

Namsoon is Professor of World Christianity and Religions at Brite 

Divinity School, Texas Christian University. Before she joined Brite 

in 2006, she taught on the Faculty of Divinity at the University of 

Cambridge, UK, and Methodist Theological University, Korea. She 

studied in Korea, Germany, and the United States, earning her PhD 

from Drew University. She has been actively involved in various 

international ecumenical organizations and movements, and was a 

plenary speaker at the WCC 9th Assembly in Porto Alegre, Brazil in 2006. She is currently the president 

of the World Conference of Associations of Theological Institutions. Her forthcoming book is 

Cosmopolitan Theology: Reconstituting Planetary Hospitality, Neighbor-Love, and Solidarity in an 

Uneven World (Chalice Press, 2013). 

 

3pm Breakout Session II 

 

Room 1 – Christianity, Church Practice and the Event I 

Neal DeRoo and Curtis Bronzan 

 

Neal DeRoo 

 

Another ‘New Calvinism’? Postmodern Calvinism in Practice (B) 

 

Postmodern theology gives us a way to re-think piety without 

fundamentalism. But I suggest that this requires a re-thinking not just 

of piety but perhaps also of the theology of the event. By looking at a 

particular strand of Calvinism (neo-Kuyperian or ‘Reformational’ 

thought), it is possible to examine what this might look like in a 

particular context.  

 

Neal is an Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Dordt College. He is 

the author of Futurity in Phenomenology: Promise and Method in 

Husserl, Levinas and Derrida, and has co-edited Cross and Khôra: 

Deconstruction and Christianity in the work of John D. 

Caputo, Phenomenology and Eschatology: Not-Yet in the Now, 

and The Logic of Incarnation: James K.A. Smith’s Critique of  

Postmodern Religion. 
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Curtis Bronzan 

 

The De(con)struction of the Temple: 

Towards a Community for Which  

(Those Who Rightly Pass for) A/Theists Pray and Weep, 

or, What Evangelicals Could Learn from (Another) J.C. (B) 

 

What is the mission of the church in a culture where the 

fastest growing religious demographic is the ‘nones’ – those 

with no religious affiliation? While the more progressive 

churches focus on Jesus’ life and evangelicals emphasize his 

sacrificial death, perhaps the mission of the church can be 

found in the event which unites these two perspectives: 

Jesus’ action in the temple, which fulfills his countercultural 

mission and leads to his (also prophetic) death. This presentation offers a sideways, short-circuited 

reading of Mark 11, largely informed by the work of John Caputo, and will reveal that Jesus’ action was 

neither a cleansing, nor a destruction, but was profoundly more ‘violent’ – indeed that it was a 

deconstruction, centered upon the other and the Other. 

 

Curtis recently completed a ThM in Contemporary Culture at Fuller Theological Seminary, under Ryan 

Bolger and Barry Taylor. He is preaching pastor at Good Shepherd Presbyterian church in Los Alamitos, 

California, and lives with his family in Long Beach. 

 

Room 2 – Psychoanalysis and the Church 

Tad DeLay and Katharine Sarah Moody 

 

Tad DeLay 

 

Psychoanalysis and Piety (B) 

 

Psychoanalytic theory has enormous potential for explaining the 

structure and function of religious belief, yet it remains a mostly 

untapped tool outside the academy in ‘actually existing churches.’ 

This presentation forms a concise overview of the Freudian and 

Lacanian theory that undergirds the work of popular writers such as 

Peter Rollins and Slavoj Žižek. After discussing the three 

psychoanalytic pathologies (psychosis, neurosis and subtypes, and 

perversion), we will consider how both creative and manipulative 

religious belief follows the broad patterns of pathology. We will 

conclude with a discussion of the superego’s obscene excess-

supplement and fetish disavowal, and consider how psychoanalysis 

might explain how beliefs change (or resist and reify) among 

believers. 

 

Tad is a PhD student in philosophy of religion and theology at Claremont Graduate University. He holds 

an MA in theology and biblical studies from Fuller Theological Seminary and a BA in psychology. His 

research interests include the practical application of psychoanalytic and radical political theory to 

religious belief. His website is taddelay.com 

 

 

 

http://taddelay.com/
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Katharine Sarah Moody 

 

A New Kind of Christian is A New Kind of Atheist: 

Psychoanalysis, A/Theism and  

the Philosophy and Politics of Identity Suspension (B) 

 

Tony Jones has recently described emerging Christianity as 

a New Social Movement – a resource for the construction of 

cultural identity. However, I argue that radical elements within 

this milieu should be more properly understood as forming 

part of a wider political rather than social movement, concerned with the suspension of identity rather 

than with its formation. I introduce the work of Lacanian philosopher and cultural theorist Slavoj Žižek, in 

order to detail the psychoanalytic philosophy of identity suspension that underpins what Pete Rollins 

calls the emerging church practice of ‘suspended space.’ Žižek’s philosophy charges this practice with 

political potential grounded in a universal humanism rather than in particular communitarian identities, 

including religious identities. This means that the new kinds of Christians that are emerging ought also to 

be new kinds of atheists – ‘a/theists.’  

 

Katharine gained her PhD in Religious Studies from Lancaster University, UK, in 2010. She is currently a 

Research Associate in the Department of Philosophy at the University of Liverpool, UK, where she is 

developing a new research network, Philosophy and Religious Practices. Her own research examines 

the relationship between continental philosophy, radical theology and lived religion, and in particular 

between emerging Christianity and the work of John D. Caputo, Slavoj Žižek, Alain Badiou and Simon 

Critchley. Her books include Post-Secular Theology and the Church: A New Kind of Christian is A New 

Kind of Atheist (Wipf & Stock, 2014), and Radical Theology and Emerging Christianity: Deconstruction, 

Materialism and Religious Practices (Ashgate, 2014). She blogs at katharinesarahmoody.tumblr.com, 

tweets at @KSMoody, and is Review Editor for the blog of the journal Political Theology. 

 

Room 3 – Care in and Among Christian Collectives 

Robert Saler and Mike Stavlund 

 

Robert C. Saler 

 

Pastoral Care as Protest Theodicy (B) 

 

The practice of pastoral care towards the suffering is a characteristic 

‘churchly’ act; however, it has come under fire for reinforcing 

hierarchy, church privilege, and outdated notions of the ‘presence’ 

of God. This presentation will argue for a rethinking of pastoral care 

towards the suffering that understands it, not as an act of ‘presence-

ing God’ to the suffering, but rather as an act of protest theodicy that 

establishes human solidarity in the face of suffering (and perhaps ‘in 

the face’ of the divine). Such an understanding, while disturbing to 

certain dominant modes of sacramentology and ecclesiology, 

coheres well with submerged traditions in both theology and 

philosophy of religion and thus offers a promising avenue for 

thinking about how acts of care might forge greater human 

connection in the face of suffering and injustice. 

  

http://philosophyreligion.wordpress.com/
http://katharinesarahmoody.tumblr.com/
https://twitter.com/KSMoody
http://www.politicaltheology.com/blog/
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Robert is Research Fellow and Director of the Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Programs at Christian 

Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, IN. An ordained minister in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, he holds an MA from the University of Chicago and an MDiv, ThM, and PhD from the Lutheran 

School of Theology at Chicago, with additional study at the University of Notre Dame. His research 

interests encompass systematic, historical, and pastoral theology. He has published numerous scholarly 

articles in the areas of hermeneutics, ecological theology, ecclesiology, and post-Reformation theological 

method. He is currently revising a manuscript on the interface between authorial novelty and ecclesial 

authority in contemporary theology. Prior to coming to CTS, he served as a parish pastor in Gary, IN as 

well as Visiting Lecturer in Systematic Theology at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. 

 

Mike Stavlund 

 

The Impossibility of Grief: Listening to and Learning from Loss (B) 

 

Beginning with Derrida’s notion of ‘the impossibility of mourning,’ we will 

see that community is essential for grief, but not in the conventional way. 

Churches must include the bereaved, not to teach or remind the bereaved 

of God’s presence, but rather so that parishioners can quietly listen and 

learn from these privileged souls who are in fact embarking on a life after 

God: their neat concepts of God have died, and they are experiencing the 

absence of God.  

 

Mike is a writer who works from a five-car pile-up at the intersection of his 

Christian faith and real life. He is a husband of almost twenty years and a father of four children. As a 

part of an innovative emergence Christian community called Common Table, he has learned about 

postmodern philosophy and flat ecclesiology from the bottom up. His book A Force of Will: The 

Reshaping of Faith in a Year of Grief is out now. 

 

Room 4 – Campus Ministry 

Patrick Cousins and Andrea Folds 

 

Patrick Cousins 

 

Passing on (A)Theism:  

Reflections of a Postmodern Campus Minister (B) 

 

Where traditional visions of ministry think about a model of ‘passing on 

the faith’ as a discrete quantum of beliefs and practices, I hope to open a 

space for a conversation about ministry which involves not only ‘passing 

on the doubt,’ but also the effort to help students ‘pass’ on such false 

dichotomies as theism and atheism, spirituality and materiality, and doubt 

and faith. This will include thinking about the relationship of ministry to 

university mission on an affiliated campus, connecting classroom and 

ministry space, and avoiding being dismissed by theists and atheists 

alike as a mouthpiece of institutional Catholicism. 

 

Patrick is a Campus Minister and Adjunct Instructor of Theological Studies at Saint Louis University and 

a doctoral student in the Department of Religion at Syracuse University. 

 

 

 

http://commontable.org/
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Andrea Folds 

 

Who’s Counting? (B) 

 

Making the case for God on campus, this presentation 

explores what this looks like in a Unitarian Universalist 

setting in the South. It also details how my trajectory 

from an evangelical Georgia upbringing to four years of 

atheism at Columbia led me to my current understanding 

of campus ministry and its iteration in house churches for 

undergraduates. 

 

Andrea studied Sustainable Development at Columbia University in New York and is now pursuing a 

Masters of Divinity at Vanderbilt. She hopes to further economic justice and community philosophy 

through ministry. Hailing from Atlanta, Andrea sees the South as a region of paramount importance for 

rethinking the place of religion within social justice movements. She is also seeking ordination as a 

Unitarian Universalist. 

 

Room 5a – Congregational Transformation 

Paul Sundberg 

 

Paul Sundberg 

 

Dancing on an Uneven Floor: The Postmodern Transformation 

of a Traditional Congregation in the None Zone (P) 

 

Congregational development is always a bit of a dance – especially 

in the Pacific Northwest, where the dance floor is a conglomeration 

of traditionalists, secularists, free thinkers, and spiritual dabblers. 

Trinity Lutheran Church in suburban Seattle has employed post-

modern thought from multiple disciplines to effectively reshape its 

self-understand, structure, and ministries. The workshop will identify 

specific, contextual, practical applications of post-modern thought 

that have shaped a porous, vital, and growing ministry. 

 

Paul has served as co-pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, Lynnwood, 

WA since 2000. Prior to that he has been a Pastor Developer, a 

commercial lender and small business financial advisor. Within the church, he has consulted with many 

congregations on vision, strategic planning, finances, advertising, worship and outreach. He has 

published two collections of poetry and graphic arts. He holds graduate degrees from the Divinity School 

of the University of Chicago and Wartburg Theological Seminary. 
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Room 5c – Church Practice and Postmodernism I 

Gene Marshall 

 

Gene Marshall 

 

Evangelism as Healing, Not Church Membership (B) 

 

How evangelicalism can recover evangelism in a postmodern 

mode. 

 

Gene spent 14 years with the Ecumenical Institute in Chicago 

training laity and clergy in the mid-20th-century theological 

revolution and its ethical and communal implications. He 

traveled the world teaching three-week programs and was dean 

of a twice-annual, eight-week residential program in Chicago. In 

1984, he and his wife founded the non-profit organization 

Realistic Living, which has continued radical Christian 

resurgence work for the last 28 years, writing seven full-volume 

books, plus numerous study manuals, journals, and essays. 

 

4.15pm  

 

Room 1 – Homebrewed Christianity Podcast 

 

Is God Dead? (B) 

 

A roundtable conversation with Tripp Fuller, Peter Rollins, 

Namsoon Kang and John D. Caputo 

 

7.30pm 

 

Room 1 –  

John D. Caputo 

 

Can Postmodern Theology Live in the Churches? Perhaps (B) 

 

With a response from Tony Jones 

 

Jack is Thomas J. Watson Professor of Religion and Humanities 

Emeritus at Syracuse University. He is a hybrid philosopher / 

theologian intent on producing short-circuits which deny fixed and 

rigorous boundaries between philosophy and theology. His past 

books have attempted to persuade us that hermeneutics goes all 

the way down (Radical Hermeneutics), that Derrida is a thinker to 

be reckoned with by theology (The Prayers and Tears of Jacques 

Derrida), and that theology is best served by getting over its love 

affair with power and authority and embracing what Caputo calls, 

following St. Paul, The Weakness of God. He has also addressed 

wider-than-academic audiences in On Religion and What Would Jesus Deconstruct? and has an interest 

in interacting with the working church groups like Ikon and the Emergent Church. His highly-anticipated 

forthcoming book is entitled The Insistence of God: A Theology of Perhaps. 

http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/product_info.php?cPath=6040_1152&products_id=806898
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Tony is theologian-in-residence at Solomon’s Porch, 

Minneapolis, and teaches at Fuller Theological 

Seminary and St. Cloud State University. He also 

serves as a senior acquisitions editor at sparkhouse 

and has developed an iPhone app called Ordain 

Thyself. He is a sought after speaker and consultant 

in the areas of emerging church, postmodernism, and 

Christian spirituality, and is the author of many books 

on Christian ministry and spirituality, including The 

New Christians: Dispatches from the Emergent 

Frontier, The Sacred Way: Spiritual Practices for 

Everyday Life, and The Church Is Flat: The Relational Ecclesiology of the Emerging Church Movement. 

Tony is married, has three children, and lives in Edina, Minnesota. In his spare time, he trains his yellow 

lab, Albert, and takes Albert hunting for ducks, grouse, and pheasants. 

 

9.30pm  

 

Creamery Arts Center – Theology of Rock  

Barry Taylor, Tripp Fuller, Jonnie Russell and others 

Followed by Kester Brewin’s After Magic book release party 

(tickets for this event are extremely limited, available from www.eventbrite.com/event/5944994639) 

 

Saturday, Apr 6 

8am Breakout Session III 

 

Room 1 – Christianity, Church Practices and the Event II 

Hollis Phelps and Darryl Schafer 

 

Hollis Phelps 

 

How to be Faithful to an Event: Alain Badiou, Christianity, and the 

Practice of Generic Universality (A) 

 

This presentation focuses on what Alain Badiou’s reading of Paul 

offers Christian practice. I provide a general overview of Badiou’s 

reading of Paul, showing how the resurrection-event functions for 

Badiou as a rupture that cuts through wooden forms of identity and the 

abstract reign of capital. I then move beyond the theoretical institution 

of a rupture towards the post-evental practices that sustain this 

rupture in time and space. Ultimately, Badiou allows us to conceive of 

the church as a body of militant practices, specifically the practice of 

love as a form of justice. 

 

Hollis is Assistant Professor of Religion at Mount Olive College, NC. He is the author of Alain Badiou: 

Between Theology and Anti-theology (Acumen Publishing, 2013). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://wearesparkhouse.org/
http://ordainthyself.com/
http://ordainthyself.com/
http://amzn.to/vGD3n8
http://amzn.to/vGD3n8
http://amzn.to/vGD3n8
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0310258103?ie=UTF8&tag=theoblogy-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0310258103
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0310258103?ie=UTF8&tag=theoblogy-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0310258103
http://goo.gl/5V6Xb
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/5944994639
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Darryl Schafer 

 

Less is More:  

Pastoral Self-Destruction and the Event of God (P) 

 

Žižek, Caputo, Rollins, and more. Names that mean 

everything to many professional pastors and theologians 

and little or nothing to the majority of those who walk 

through the doors of a church each Sunday. Often (but not 

always) inaccessible in their language and thought, the 

brilliant insights offered by these modern-day prophets prove 

difficult for parishioners whose professional and personal interests prevent them from diving into the 

morass of academia (it's much easier to study philosophy and theology when you're paid to do it). 

Seeking a source of common language and imagery for the church, this presentation illustrates how the 

biblical text can be employed as a vehicle for postmodern discourse. Such maneuvering, however, 

comes with a price: the disappearance of the pastorate as we know it. 

 

Darryl is a pastor and teacher in southwest Missouri whose professional interests are in New Testament 

scholarship, postmodern theological discourse, and the relationship between the academic study of 

religion and the practices of various Christian communities. He is the pastor of Billings Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) in Billings, Missouri, and teaches courses in New Testament for Southwest Baptist 

University. He holds degrees in biblical studies (BA, Southwest Baptist University), religious studies (MA, 

Missouri State University), and is currently working towards a graduate degree in counseling from 

Missouri State University. He lives near Springfield with his wife and son. 

 

 

Room 2 – Worship and Liturgy I 

Erinn Staley and Keegan Osinski 

 

Erinn Staley 

 

On Not Knowing Together: Intellectual Disability and 

Christian Worship (B) 

 

Sometimes people with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities are kicked out of or marginalized within 

churches for being disruptive. This presentation invites us 

to consider welcoming disruption. Rather than representing 

a problem to be solved, these experiences can help us see 

what is always already true of the church. Moments that 

subvert the sensory and cultural norms of worship can become opportunities to think together about 

what churchgoers don’t know and to embrace church as a communal space of not knowing.  

 

Erinn is a doctoral candidate in Religious Studies and Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies at Yale 

University. She holds an MDiv from Yale Divinity School and a BA from Rhodes College. Her current 

project explores theological anthropology and ecclesiology in light of intellectual disability. Her work on 

theology and disability appears in the journal Modern Theology and in a volume titled Sensational 

Religion (forthcoming, Yale University Press). 
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Keegan Oskinski 

 

Eucharist as a Deconstructive Act (B) 

 

The liturgy of the Eucharist is a deconstructive act within the Church, 

calling into question and breaking down hierarchical social structures 

and individualized faith in order to create a true and unified body within 

Christ’s broken body at his table. This deconstruction and re-

construction means recognizing and remembering that we Christians 

are one, at one table with the Lord, and that for this to be so, we must 

submit to the breaking down of the structures in which we often find 

comfort, but which inhibit true communion with each other and with 

Christ. In order to be re-constructed into the real, present body of 

Christ, we must allow and embrace the Eucharist as deconstruction. 

 

Keegan is a student of library science who theologizes on the side. Her areas of interest include 

sacramental theology, church history, and Christian anarchism. She lives in San Diego with her pug, 

Ebenezer. 

 

Room 3 – Political Theoogy I 

Kirsten Gerdes and Stephen Keating 

 

Kirsten Gerdes 

 

Resisting Consumerist Christianity: Rosi Braidotti’s 

Deleuzianism as a New Evangelism (A) 

 

Following Rosi Braidotti’s reconception of human 

subjectivity as inherently embodied and relational, this 

presentation explores how this can and should affect our 

notions of Christian ‘community,’ ‘evangelism,’ and ‘ethics.’ 

In the wake of global economic and environmental crises, 

we must endeavor to think – and embody – these terms in 

revolutionary ways. 

 

Kirsten is ABD at Claremont Graduate University, earning a PhD in Women’s Studies and Religion with 

an emphasis in Philosophy of Religion and Theology. Her research interests revolve around embodied 

subjectivity and tracing the historical trajectory of the emergence of the modern self. 

 

Stephen Keating 

 

Debt Rules Everything Around Me  

(and other theological nightmares) (A) 

 

The language of debt of everywhere: debt ceilings, student debts, 

debts to God. What does all this mean for the way that we think about 

our relationships? Drawing on insights from diverse sources, such as 

Islamic folk tales, economic theory, and The Sopranos, this talk will 

question the way that we imagine our communities. 
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Stephen is currently studying the intersections of continental philosophy, psychoanalysis, and post-

Christian theology (if there is such a thing) as a PhD student at Chicago Theological Seminary under 

Ted Jennings. He is a contributor to Homebrewed Christianity and a frequent tweeter as well. Follow him 

at @stephenmk   

 

Room 4 – The Death of God 

Matt Willis-Goode and Chris Rodkey 

 

Matt Willis-Goode 

 

Deconstructing the Mainline: The Death of God in the Dying 

Church (B) 

 

‘Our church, just like so many other mainline churches, has 

been dying for years.’ ‘If only we pray hard and remain faithful, 

God will provide.’ These statements don’t seem to fit together, 

yet they seem to coexist in many churches that are living out 

‘Mainline Decline.’           

     

This presentation will explore the ways in which postmodern theology might provide a more honest 

expression of the lived experience of dying churches in the hope that by embracing their death they 

might experience resurrection. 

 

Matt is a bi-vocational pastor/teacher. He is a Commissioned Provisional Elder in the United Methodist 

Church and an adjunct instructor at his local community college. He attended seminary at Drew 

Theological School, where he met his wife, Farrah. They both earned their MDivs in 2009. They have 

worked as co-pastors in traditional churches and were half of a team of founding pastors of a new church 

start. Matt currently serves as pastor of Commuity UMC in Byfield, MA. While not pastoring or teaching, 

he is a theology nerd, homebrewer, and punk rocker. 

 

Chris Rodkey 

 

Preaching the Death of God (B) 

 

One of the pervasive criticisms of radical theology is that it is wholly 

impractical. This presentation will discuss the practical application of 

death of God theology in vital Christian preaching, beginning with a 

re-reading of Nietzsche’s parable of The Madman, who recites the 

mass in an empty church. 

 

Chris is Pastor of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Dallastown, PA, 

and teaches at Penn State York and Lancaster Theological 

Seminary. He blogs for an und für sich (itself.wordpress.com) and is 

the author of The Synaptic Gospel (2012) and Too Good to be 

True (forthcoming, 2013). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://homebrewedchristianity.com/
https://twitter.com/stephenmk
http://itself.wordpress.com/
http://itself.wordpress.com/
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Room 5a – Worship and Liturgy II (continues into next Breakout Session) 

Krista Dalton and Jim Kast-Keat 

Followed by a Roundtable with ikonNYC  

Facilitated by Krista Dalton, and featuring ikonNYC participants, including Joel Avery and Carl Budd 

 

Krista Dalton 

 

Does Belief Matter? Jewish and Christian Communal 

Memory in Ritualized Liturgy (B) 

 

In Judaism, few actually believe the historical events of the 

Hebrew Bible happened; in the very least, not in the way the text 

recounts. Yet, in Christian culture, many strive to claim the 

historicity of the textual events as the precursor to their ritualized 

liturgy. However, this presentation suggests that the fluidity of 

communal memory in connection with the Jewish Seder and 

Christian Eucharist meals does not require a belief in literal 

events. Further, it will discuss the development of liturgical 

spaces by collectives like ikonNYC, where the dialectic of doubt and belief can be held in tension, in light 

of Jewish and Christian communal memory narratives.  

 

Krista is a soon-to-be doctoral student at Columbia University, studying the construct of diasporic 

memory in early Jewish and Christian charity narratives. She earned a BA from Evangel University in 

History and Biblical Studies and an MA in Religious Studies at Missouri State University, before 

spending a magical year studying Talmud at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America. Krista is 

inspired by the fluidity of early Jewish and Christian dialogue and endeavors to engage the vibrant 

conversation in modern religious discourse.   

 

Jim Kast-Keat 

 

Experiencing a Liturgy of Doubt and Belief (B) 

 

It's one thing to ask questions about your faith. It's another 

thing to put your faith in question. In order to navigate our 

way from one to the other, we must integrate critical 

thinking with intentional user experiences to create a liturgy 

that can hold both our doubt and our belief.  

 

In this presentation, Jim discusses his own experiences of this trajectory, sharing the intersection of 

ideas and experiences that he found as a pastor at Mars Hill Bible Church, as a Product Designer for 

sparkhouse, and in his current role with ikonNYC. 

 

Jim is a divergent thinker, ideation specialist, and aspiring minimalist. He is, among other things, a writer, 

speaker, theologian, designer, photographer, and all around good guy. (Also, he always wears a shirt 

and a tie.) Jim spent over half a decade as a pastor at Mars Hill Bible Church in Grand Rapids, MI and 

currently works as a Product Designer with sparkhouse in Minneapolis, MN. Jim and his wife Jes (the 

Rev. JKK) currently live in New York City where they do their best to smile, breathe, and go slowly. To 

find out more about Jim, go to www.jimkastkeat.com and start exploring. 

 

 

 

http://www.jimkastkeat.com/
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Room 5b – Language and Transformation 

T. Wilson Dickinson and Scott Cowan 

 

T. Wilson Dickinson 

 

Fools in the World of Budgets and Reports: Subverting 

Conventional Reading Practices with the Transformative Wisdom 

of Paul (B) 

 

Paul’s critique of the cruelty and foolishness that masquerades as 

conventional wisdom is as relevant in our context of consumption, 

exploitation, and spiritual starvation as it was in his. Paul’s word does 

not, however, stop at subversion. Rather, in 1 Corinthians he enacts 

practices of reading and writing that are transformative. I propose that 

these practices might have enduring relevance for contemporary 

churches, where members have primarily been trained to read budgets  

     and write in the third person. 

 

Wilson is the Associate Dean for Religious Life at Transylvania University. He is an ordained minister in 

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and holds a PhD in Religion from Syracuse University. His 

research and teaching take place at the crossroads of Christian theology, continental philosophy, and 

issues surrounding everyday life, globalization, and the ecological crisis. He was recently a guest editor 

for an issue of the Journal of Cultural and Religious Theory on ‘Pedagogical Exercises and Theories of 

Practice.’ He is currently working on a book entitled: The Wisdom of the Cross: Transformative and 

Scandalous Exercises from Corinth to Paris. 

Scott Cowan 

 

When the Hedonism of Heaven Expires:  

Towards Reifying an Expansive Concept of History (A) 

  

The common sense notion that ‘those who forget the past are 

bound to repeat it’ assumes an unqualified dominance over both 

history and language; it therefore serves as an ideological tool 

for perpetuating harmful misgivings. This presentation explores a 

‘sacramental’ view of language and calls for the recognition of 

the messianic element of history where every moment, even the 

vulgar, is potentially holy. Using the work of Walter Benjamin and 

Ludwig Wittgenstein as starting points, the concepts of language 

and history will dissected as ‘open’ rather than ‘closed’ systems 

of limitations. Then, reflecting on the work of Giorgio Agamben, the similarities between history and 

language will prove as reference points for imagining postmodern theologies of eschatology and 

revelation. 

 

Scott lives in Los Angeles and is studying theology at Fuller Theological Seminary. In approaching 

theology, Scott is interested in cultural criticism, art theory, philosophy, and various social elements of 

language. Besides theological studies, Scott has a background in photography and art 

history/theory. ThanAssuming.wordpress.com 

 

 

 

 

http://thanassuming.wordpress.com/
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Room 6 – Radical Hermeneutics 

Susan Wright and Adam Braun 

 

Susan Wright 

 

Rekindling a Sacrificial Crisis in the Eucharist:  

John’s Homiletic Deconstruction of  

the ‘Manna’ Metaphors in the Bread of Life Discourse (A) 

 

Could John’s Bread of Life Discourse, commonly regarded as a 

high theological defense of the Eucharist, be an ingenious work of 

deconstruction, scattering the people by resurrecting memories 

from below? Might John’s Jesus be a ‘deconstructor par 

excellance,’ releasing a ‘radical hermeneutic’ there in the desert, 

invoking sacrificial rituals to disturb their interior logic, 

interrogating the primary metaphors of the Eucharist, the flesh 

and blood, by tracing their mystifications in the Exodus feeding 

stories? The Bread of Life Discourse is a single literary unity, a highly ironic version of a midrashic 

homily popular amongst John’s peers. John’s Jesus intentionally invokes the manna metaphors, drawing 

the unsuspecting crowd to a surprising self-disclosure, which dismantles their cohesion around ritual 

sacrifice, returning them to a state of chaotic un-differentiation, a crowd of grumblers in the street. 

 

Susan studied at Colgate Rochester Divinity School (1999-2001) and received her MA in Theology from 

Bexley Hall Episcopal Seminary (2008). She was selected a Junior Scholar (2009) by Imitatio and a 

Young Girardian (2011) by the Colloquium on Violence and Religion. From 2007-2011, she authored 

NoOutcasts, a lectionary blog, which made constant reference to René Girard, Jacques Derrida, and 

Jack Caputo. In that same period, she hosted Pub(lic)Spirituality, a pub gathering in downtown 

Syracuse. At present, she is filming ‘Bread of Life,’ a shadow puppet dramatization of the Bread of Life 

narrative and designing a new blog, Girard & Comics. She is the convener of faith formation at St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Cathedral in Syracuse, New York. 

 

Adam Braun 

 

Meals Together: Material Space and Ideology in Luke 

22:24-30 and Korean Immigrant Congregations (B) 

 

Tear down your pews! Put up some tables! 

Congregations must practice regular common meals in 

the diasporic tradition of immigrant congregations – not 

because it will fix us, but because it can remove our 

ideological veils and lay bare our collective brokenness. 

How do we organize the production of food? Why are 

some spaces gendered? Who will eat with us? This 

presentation looks at Luke’s ‘last supper’ and Korean 

immigrant congregations. 

 

Adam is a PhD candidate in New Testament at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. His 

dissertation is a materialist reading of the Parable of the Minas. He has spent more than three years 

living in Seoul and another three years as a youth pastor and campus minister in Korean Immigrant 

congregations stateside. He is married to Hae Won Lee and father to Desmond Wonjae. 
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9.15am Breakout Session IV 

 

Room 1 – Materialism and Embodiment 

Clayton Crockett and Jeffrey W. Robbins 

 

 
 

Clayton Crockett and Jeffrey W. Robbins 

On Theological Materialism: Energy for the Church (A) 

 

This presentation draws on our book Religion, Politics and the Earth: The New Materialism to argue that 

contemporary theology needs to be more radical, more plastic, and more material in its emphasis. Our 

theological materialism is neither a reductionist atomistic materialism nor a consumerist materialism, but 

a theology based on energy transformation, where energy is fully material and spiritual at once.  

 

We will will suggest some political implications of this materialism in a world that is dominated by global 

capital, and reflect practically and theoretically on energy in political, environmental and physical as well 

as metaphysical terms. Our goal is to offer resources for churches and their members to better 

appreciate and engage the urgent issues we face in the world today.  

 

Clayton is the Associate Professor and Director of Religious Studies at the University of Central 

Arkansas. He is the author of a number of books, including Radical Political Theology; Deleuze Beyond 

Badiou; and (with Jeffrey W. Robbins) Religion, Politics and the Earth: The New Materialism. 

 

Jeff is Professor and Chair of Religion and Philosophy at Lebanon Valley College in Annville, PA. His 

work belongs to the lineage of American radical theology out of which he has sought to develop a new 

form of political theology for a post-secular age. He is the author and editor of several books in 

philosophical theology, including Between Faith and Thought: An Essay on the Ontotheological 

Condition (2003), In Search of a Non-Dogmatic Theology (2004), and Radical Democracy and Political 

Theology (2011). Most recently, he has collaborated with Clayton Crockett in a short, manifesto-style 

book entitled Religion, Politics and the Earth: The New Materialism (2012). 
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Room 2 – Worship and Liturgy III 

Phil Snider and Matt Mardis-LeCroy 

 

Phil Snider 

 

In Praise of a God Who Might Be:  

Liturgy and Preaching from a Postmodern Perspective (P) 

 

If church leaders take a cue from postmodern philosophers and 

radical theologians such as John Caputo and Peter Rollins, how might 

this shape preaching and worship in established congregations? Are 

these categories still viable? If so, how? This presentation takes a 

look at the ways postmodern philosophy of religion opens up 

possibilities for preaching that highly resonate with postmodern 

listeners and at the same time provides tools for cultivating sermons 

and liturgies from a postmodern perspective. 
 

Phil is the senior minister of Brentwood Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) in Springfield, Missouri. He holds degrees from Missouri State University (BS), Phillips 

Theological Seminary (MDiv), and Chicago Theological Seminary (DMin), and is an adjunct instructor in 

religious studies courses at Missouri State University. His books include Preaching After God: Derrida, 

Caputo and the Language of Postmodern Homiletics, Toward a Hopeful Future (winner of the 2011 

Mayflower Award for Best Book in Church and Society), and the forthcoming Justice Calls: Sermons of 

Welcome and Affirmation.  

 

Matt Mardis-LeCroy 

 

The End of Experience: Toward a Testimony Ethic  

for Preaching to Religious Liberals (P) 

 

Can postmodern preaching connect to (mostly) modern people? 

For all the talk of postmodern Christianities, modernist outlooks 

and assumptions still linger in many of our congregations. This 

presentation explores the potential of Anna Carter Florence’s 

testimony homiletic for supporting a form of biblically-based 

preaching addressed to one particular subset of modernists: 

religious liberals. The key to Florence’s project is her post-

structuralist re-appropriation of the preacher’s personal 

experience. When we approach preaching as testimony, 

experience finds its true end (telos) in being bound to the ‘perfectly open sign’ of the living word. 

Testimony opens up rich possibilities for a self-consciously postmodern and biblically-based preaching. 

 

Matt is a walking cliché: the recovering-fundamentalist-turned-mainline-Protestant-pastor. Raised in a 

Christian & Missionary Alliance church in the wilds of central Pennsylvania, he ignored the advice of the 

folks at home and rashly went off to school: first Messiah College (BA) and then Princeton Theological 

Seminary (MDiv). He ended up ordained in the United Church of Christ, exactly as the folks at home had 

feared. Now he serves as Executive Associate Minister at Plymouth Congregational UCC in Des Moines, 

Iowa where he is conducting an on-going experiment in postmodern preaching for (mostly) modern 

people, and completing his Doctor of Ministry degree at Chicago Theological Seminary. He has the 

privilege of journeying through life with an absurdly talented wife (The Rev. Mary Beth Mardis-LeCroy) 

and impossibly adorable daughter (Ellie). 
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Room 3 – Radical Theology II 

Zihna Gordon and Justin Harrison 

 

Zihna Gordon 

 

Rending the Veil: Jesus and the Dialectic of Freedom (P) 

 

Jesus was a postmodern before his time. He exemplified 

understandings of the insufficiency of written language and the 

responsibility of choice; he was a forebear of a true democracy; 

he was a synthesizer of the dialectic between law and 

anarchy. This talk will touch on these themes, as well as the 

repentance of God, the atheist invitation, and Jesus’ way of 

freedom as part of a pattern found throughout reformation history 

– a revolutionary path and a means to engage our authentic 

selves, whatever our path may be.  

 

Zihna is a spiritual director, pastor, and poet whose most recent projects focus on healing theologies, the 

link between spirituality and sexuality, the dark night of the soul, and a personal-universal spiritual 

sensibility. She is an ordained minister with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, and lives in Atlanta and 

Bali. 
 

Justin Harrison 

 

The Gods Have Flown the Earth: The Importance of  

the Absence of God in Postmodern Christianity (A) 

 

With Nietzsche’s infamous claim that ‘God is dead’, philosophy 

was ushered into a new realm that attempted to think past the 

existence of a divinity that would ultimately end suffering and 

make all things just in a future beyond being. Heidegger echoes 

Nietzsche when he claims that ‘the gods have flown the earth.’ 

This presentation explores philosophical visions about the 

absence of God on earth. Reflecting on the emptiness and silence 

of heaven are imperative for authentic belief in God. While the 

atheist is closer to this authenticity than those who delight in the concept of an afterlife or those who 

consistently feel God’s presence, the Christian who affirms faith in a silent God is the one who shows 

true belief. 

 

Justin is the Chair of the Liberal Arts and Philosophy programs at Ashford University, Clinton, IA. He 

received a BA in Biology from Taylor University in Upland, IN, but, after falling in love with philosophy 

while studying abroad in Lithuania, decided to pursue a Master’s in Philosophy instead of a career in 

medicine. He then completed the MA program in Philosophy at the University of Toledo, OH, before 

earning his PhD at Loyola University, Chicago, where he focused on 20th century French and German 

philosophy, specifically phenomenology and radical empiricism.  
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Room 4 – Speculative Realism Panel  

Convened by Jordan Skinner 

Facing the Absolute: Christology and Gift after Speculative Realism 

Jon Cogburn, Mark Allan Ohm, Jordan Skinner, and Jazz Salo 

 

Twentieth century philosophy has allowed (and at times encouraged) a radical opening up of the 

questions of God and the Divine. But as the church – and this conference in particular – begins to 

wrestle with the ecclesial implications of these ideas, be warned: the seas are shifting. The 

(dis)comfortable cruise ship of Levinas’ Wholly Other or Derrida’s Religion without Religion, along with 

their matrimony with ecclesiology, might be in for some rough winds. The time has come for harsh 

critiques of this so-called ‘religious turn’ in Continental Philosophy, by way of such recent developments 

as New Materialism, Speculative Realism, Object Oriented Ontology and Martin Hägglund’s Radica l 

Atheism. This panel will address these developments and discuss their relevance to Christianity. 

 

Jon Cogburn and Mark Allan Ohm 

 

Actual Qualities of Imaginative Things: Religious Texts as True Fictions (A) 

 

Current philosophy of fiction focuses entirely on fictional truth instead of the ways that fictional texts are 

actually true. Presenting a model, in terms of thought experiments that make sense of the actual truth of 

fictional texts, this presentation explores how the Bible could be considered a work of fiction, yet 

nonetheless actually true. 

 

 
 

Jon is an Associate Professor in the Louisiana State University Department of Philosophy and Religious 

Studies. He is the author (with Mark Silcox) of Philosophy Through Video Games and (also with Silcox) 

Dungeons and Dragons in Philosophy. He has published widely in metaphysics, epistemology, and the 

philosophy of logic and is currently working on a book on Speculative Realism and (with Mark Allan 

Ohm) Tristan Garcia's metaphysics. Jon is also assisting Mark with the translation of Garcia's Forme et 

Objet, forthcoming in Edinburgh University Press.  

 

Mark is a graduate research assistant in the Department of French Studies and the Department of 

Philosophy & Religious Studies at Louisiana State University. His forthcoming translation (with Jon 

Cogburn) of Tristan Garcia's Form and Object: A Treatise on Things will appear at Edinburgh University 

Press in late 2013/early 2014. He is also lead editor of the English translation project of the Atelier de 

métaphysique et d’ontologie contemporaines at the École Normale Supérieure in Paris. 
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Jordan Skinner 

 

Gift and Contingency (A) 

 

Quentin Meillassoux’s The Divine Inexistence examines an ontology (or 

theory of being, existence or reality) in reference to ultimate contingency. 

This presentation examines his suggestion of a contingent God who – with 

no necessity at all – may very well come into being. What does such a 

divine inexistence mean for Christians? By giving voice to the radical 

contingency which may very well include the inexistence of God (or the in-

coming of God without anticipation), we are able to reinterpret an 

understanding of divine gift. 

 

 

Jordan’s research ranges from modern and contemporary Continental Philosophy, Philosophy of 

Otherness, Psychoanalysis And Literature and Continental Philosophy of Religion. He has published and 

given talks on contemporary French philosophy in the US and the UK. His latest project links Hegel and 

Kierkegaard through the intersection of habit and action. 

 

 

Jazz Feyer-Salo 

 

Who’s Afraid of Speculation? Correlationism and 

Possibilities of the Speculative Turn (A) 

 

Christianity has historically been a purely anthropocentric 

experience. It is a human ‘lens’ that views the world. But what 

if, instead of being a religion one believed, Christianity was a 

reality one was faithful to? What if Christianity did not reside in 

the human mind but rather in the world, and the human mind 

resided in it? If this was the case, we would need an entirely 

different framework for thinking about the world. Using insights 

from certain philosophers within the Speculative Realism 

camp, this presentation attempts to reject the idea of 

‘correlationism’ and instead parse out a realist theology of 

nature. 

 

Jazz is finishing his Undergraduate Degree in Philosophy at Cornerstone University in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan. His current fields of research are the metaphysics of Gilles Deleuze, theology, and political 

theory. 
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Room 5a – Liturgy and Worship II (continued from previous Breakout Session) 

ikonNYC Roundtable and Conversation 

Facilitated by Krista Dalton and featuring ikonNYC participants, including Joel Avery and Carl Budd 

 

Room 5b – Aesthetics, Interpretation and Possibilities for Preaching 

Jon Russell and David Brodsky 

 

Jon Russell 

 

The Wolf in Theology:  

Wild(er)ness and a More Aesthetic Theology (B) 

 

In what might be called a project in postmodern ecumenics, this 

presentation seeks to explore how postmodern theology can 

exist in churches by understanding Christian communities as 

aesthetic communities. In this context, theology in Christian 

community might be understood more aesthetically and wildly 

as a process whereby we are ‘making connections within our 

form of life’ as Wittgenstein understood it, rather than simply 

tending to sheep. In this context, Caputan wolves (and other 

postmodern and radical theologies) are not dangers to the flock, but much-needed fellow aesthetes. 

 

Jonnie is a professional songwriter, publishing artist, and former founding member of the band Cold War 

Kids. Having recorded and toured for seven years, he recently completed graduate work at Fuller 

Theological Seminary (MA in Theological Studies). His current interests include Wittgenstein, aesthetics, 

issues in the philosophy of mind, and the theology of wilderness. 

 

 

David Brodsky 

 

Parables as Post-Modern Discourse (B) 

 

Our way of knowing and communicating is changing 

in the post-modern age. This presentation will attempt 

to identify these significant changes and what the 

changes mean for the church. Is the sermon dead? If 

so, what will rise from its ashes to be the medium of 

communication for the church that leads people 

towards transformation?  

 

I will suggest that parables and Jesus’ style of indirect communication are where the church needs to 

look for a post-modern communication style. 

 

David has a BA in Religious Studies and Peace Studies from Butler University in Indianapolis and is 

currently working toward an MDiv at George Fox Evangelical Seminary. He likes to Cross Fit, drink 

coffee, and talk theology. 
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Room 6 – Queer Theory (CDR) 

Teresa Hornsby and Karen Bray 

 

Teresa Hornsby 

 

How Queer is Queer? Queer Theory and the Bible (CDR) 

 

‘Queer.’ Most people think they know what it means. ‘Not normal.’ ‘Not like 

me.’ ‘Misfit.’ But this presentation introduces the term as it is understood 

in ‘queer theory,’ explains what a ‘queer hermeneutics of the Bible’ might 

look like, and shows, though biblical passages, that ‘queer’ is a relative 

term. 

 

 

Teresa is an Associate Professor of Religion at Drury University. She earned an undergraduate degree 

in religious studies at the University of Tennessee and a Master of Theological Studies at Harvard 

Divinity School. After a semester in Greece and Turkey, she settled in Nashville, where she received a 

doctoral degree in New Testament at Vanderbilt University. Her dissertation is titled, ‘The Gendered 

Sinner.’ She has published articles, essays, and reviews in numerous biblical journals and books; she 

presents her scholarship at regional and national meetings of the Society of Biblical Literature; and 

serves on the committee for the ‘Women in the Biblical World’ section. Her research interests presently 

are postmodern biblical criticisms and the issue of abortion and pastoral counselling. With Amy Jill-

Levine, she is the author of Sex Texts from the Bible: Selections Annotated and Explained. 

 

Karen Bray  

 

Disidentifying with God:  

Queer Theory and the Future of Postsecular Theology (CDR) 

 

For cultural theorist José Esteban Muñoz, ‘disidentification’ is a 

process of queer world-making. New worlds become possible not 

through outright rejection of majoritarian identities, but through working 

on, with, and against dominant ideologies.  

 

In conversation with Muñoz and other queer theorists engaged in 

processes of misrecognition, failure, and negativity, this presentation 

asks: What transformative theologies might arise if we were to 

disidentify with God? What emergent identities in difference might find 

a voice? And how might processes of disidentification free up a 

postmodern God to be or not to be?  

 

Finally, this presentation proposes that political theology’s recent turn toward ‘new materialism’ must also 

be a turn toward spaces of marginalized desires – queer archives already brimming with the 

acknowledgement that identity is neither stable, nor ever free from the material mattering of our bodies. 

 

Karen received her MDiv from Harvard Divinity School and is currently a doctoral student in theological 

and philosophical studies at Drew University. She is an adjunct professor of religion at the New School 

and a candidate for ordination with the Unitarian Universalist Association. Her work seeks to construct 

feminist and counter capitalist theologies through engagement with decolonial, queer, and affect 

theories. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Sex-Texts-Bible-Illuminations-ebook/dp/B001H53TF0/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1358368129&sr=8-2&keywords=teresa+hornsby
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10.30 am 

 

Room 1 – Melinda McGarrah Sharp 

 

Wider Than I Imagined and Deeper Than I Thought: The Need for 

Postcolonial Pastoral Practice in Middle America (B) 

 

Melinda is Assistant Professor of Pastoral Theology and Ethics at 

Phillips Theological Seminary. With a firm belief that both self-

awareness and intercultural awareness are vital for ministry, she is 

especially interested in bringing resources from the interdisciplinary 

field of postcolonial studies into conversation with theological study 

and formation. Through her teaching, she hopes to help students 

develop ways of caring for the variety of needs within increasingly 

diverse congregations, hospitals, and other ministry contexts. Her new 

book is entitled Misunderstanding Stories: Toward a Postcolonial Pastoral Theology. Melinda earned 

degrees from the University of Virginia (BA), Yale University Divinity School (MAR), and Vanderbilt 

University (MA & PhD). She is also an active lay member in the United Methodist Church. 

 

1pm  

 

Room 1 – Barry Taylor 

 

There ain’t no god – just the devil when he’s drunk, and other tales 

from the underbelly (B) 

 

Barry is a professor of Culture & Religion at Fuller Theological Seminary 

and the Associate Rector of All Saints Episcopal Church, Beverly Hills. 

His books include Entertainment Theology and Don’t Stop Believin’: Pop-

Culture & Religion from Ben-Hur to Zombies. 

 

2pm Breakout Session V 

 

Room 1 – Emerging Christianity 

Matthew Gallion and Randall Reed 

 

Matthew Gallion 

 

The Less-Than-Great Emergence: American Religion and the 

Current State of the Emergent Church Movement (P) 

 

Phyllis Tickle has suggested that the emerging church movement 

represents something of a new Reformation, a huge break from what 

has come before and a step into something new. Though the press 

has often featured emergence Christianity, the academy has given it 

fairly little attention. Certainly theological perspectives highlight the 

uniquenesses of emergent thought and its affinity for postmodern 

culture and theory.  

 

 

continued overleaf… 

https://wipfandstock.com/store/Misunderstanding_Stories_Toward_a_Postcolonial_Pastoral_Theology
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From historical and sociological perspectives, however, its impact may be somewhat less exciting. How 

does the emerging church movement fit into the larger American religious landscape? What is its 

ultimate significance in American Christianity? When these questions are considered, we may, in fact, 

discover that this emergence has not been quite so great. 

 

Matt has his Master's in Religious Studies from Missouri State University, where he studied the emerging 

church movement. He serves here in Springfield at National Avenue Christian Church, where they refer 

to him as a ‘Pastoral Resident,’ despite the fact that he doesn't quite live at the church. He's a big fan of 

Star Wars, the banana-flavored Runts, and Chaim Potok, in no particular order.  

 

Randall Reed 

 

The Problem of Identity for the Emerging Church (B) 

 

Much of the difference between different takes on what the Emerging 

Church is about is a battle over identity. This presentation will take a 

look at two alternative constructions of identity: Brian McLaren's 

Tolerant Christian and Peter Rollins’ Identity Abolition. I will address 

the benefits and problems of each perspective and discuss the future 

of the Emerging Church as a problem of identity. 

 

 

 

Randy is an Assistant Professor of Religion at Appalachian State University in Boone, North Carolina, 

and his work centers on the sociology of religion as applied to Evangelical movements. He is the author 

of A Clash of Ideologies: Marxism, Apocalypticism and Liberation Theology in New Testament Studies 

(Pickwick Press, 2010). 

 

Room 2 – Heaven, Hell and the End Times 

Clark West and George Elerick 

 

Clark West 

 

Deconstructing Hell: Preaching Trauma  

in the Postmodern Church (B) 

 

Hell is a ripe topic for pastors, theologians, and 

church workers to deploy in their various 

settings, whether it is a liturgical parish church, 

a secular hospital setting, or a university 

campus. Writings on hell by Dostoevsky, 

Levinas, and Cixous enable the postmodern 

theologian to re-discover an alternative tradition 

to the classic Augustinian view of hell, an alternative known in mystical thought as the resignatio ad 

infernum. Hell should not be avoided, but preached boldly, albeit perverformatively, to borrow a 

Derridean idiom. This presentation includes a sympathetic critique of the recent attempt to re-think 

hell by the evangelical pastor Rob Bell. 

 

Raised in the Episcopal Church, Clark survived four years of death of God theology at the feet of his first 

theology teacher, Mark C. Taylor, at Williams College. After a few years of intense Rinzai Zen practice, 

he received an MDiv at the University of Chicago and was ordained in the Episcopal Church. He has 
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served in parish and university settings for the past fifteen years. In March 2013, he successfully 

defended his PhD dissertation on the deconstruction of hell under the direction of John D. Caputo at 

Syracuse University. He is married to Sarah, a Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) pastor, with whom 

he has three young children. He currently serves as the Episcopal chaplain to Cornell University in 

Ithaca, NY.  

 

Coincidentally, Clark’s great great grandfather, Dr. Edwin T. Robberson, was a founding trustee and 

benefactor of Drury University, so he is delighted to be returning, for the first time, to his family’s spiritual 

home! 

 

George Elerick 

 

Fate, The End Times and Heaven:  

Superstitions for Perverts (A) 

 

Postmodernism forces the church to re-evaluate the very structures 

that have historically defined it as ‘church,’ including its perverse 

addiction to fate. This presentation suggests that the desire to 

determine the future of the church will conversely be the very end of 

the church. In particular, it will critique the ideology behind the need 

for an ending of any kind.  

 

Employing pop-culture, materialist theology, anti-philosophy and 

psychoanalysis, we will discover that the ending was never in sight. 

And that one possible route out of this deadlock is to be found in 

converting to a Lacanian form of Christianity. 

 

George is a cultural theorist, author and activist. He has written 

Jesus Bootlegged and his forthcoming book, Jesus and the Death 

of Church, will be out soon. He lives in England with his wife and 

two children. You can find out more about him at his blog 

theloverevolution.org.uk 

 

Room 3 – Post-structuralism and Justice 

Andrea Stephenson and Jon Gill 

 

Andrea Stephenson 

 

Spirit of Multiplicity: Post-Structuralism In-spirit-ing Lived 

Theology for a Church of Action and Justice (A) 

 

Through the work of Gilles Deleuze and Judith Butler, this 

presentation develops an image of a radically multiple, immanent, 

and material Spirit. This post-structuralist Spirit is the Divine presence 

within all of creation in a very real way. This understanding of Spirit 

refuses to allow us to dismiss, deny, or denigrate the multiplicities of 

beliefs, truths, and identities present in our communities and holds 

the possibility of opening the hearts and minds of our churches to 

embrace the multiplicity of God’s world in a socially just and life-

affirming way. 

 

http://theloverevolution.org.uk/
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Andrea is currently working as Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries at a United Methodist 

Church in York, PA. She received her MDiv from Drew Theological School in 2006 and completed her 

PhD in Philosophy of Religion and Theology in 2010 at Claremont Graduate University. Her areas of 

academic interest include pop culture and religion, the intersection between religion and politics, and 

post-structuralism in theological thought, with particular attention to the way in which post-structuralist 

theology can promote a more socially just Christianity. Some of her work can be enjoyed in Secrets of 

Becoming (Fordham, 2010) and The Resilience of Hope (Rodopi, 2010). Andrea enjoys reading, hiking, 

riding her bike, acting, singing, volunteering at her community theatre, and hanging out with her husband 

and cat. She’s come to the conclusion that most things in life can be related to The Office, Parks and 

Recreation, or The Big Lebowski, all of which she has watched to the point of being able to recite lines at 

random. 

 

Jon Gill 

 

Title Currently Unavailable: The Problem of Linguistic Naming of 

the Divine in Postmodern and Poststructuralist Theology (B) 

 

Process thought in its theological forms has had the semantic ability 

to reinterpret ideas of God in ways that answer tough questions of 

theodicy, evolution, intelligent design, and ecological crises. But do 

the ideas of process theology as articulated by some of its 

postmodern interpreters simply pay lip service to the idea of God? In 

other words, can these thinkers’ works be utilized if ideas of God were 

removed or only used allegorically as placeholders (similar to 

Whitehead’s use of God)? My contention is that process thought is 

retreating from its historical bias as theology into a more ‘orthodoxy’ 

and interdisciplinary form, and that even its theological advocates and 

practitioners are doing work in the name of theology that is by no means inseparable from or dependent 

on theology. 

 

Jon is an avid scholar of Whiteheadian process thought, metaphysics, cultural studies, aesthetics, 

existential philosophy, and constructive and secular theology. His creative tangents range from 

underground hip hop culture to cryptic lyrics. As a post-Christian PhD student of Philosophy of Religion 

and Analytic Philosophy at Claremont Graduate University, Jon intends to synthesize process concepts 

of the idea of God with the aesthetics of underground hip-hop creativity, postulating in his dissertation a 

perpetually-evolving, socially-transformative, and universal philosophy of life. Jon also recently released 

an album under the moniker Gilead7, entitled ADVENT: A Modern Bible, which is influenced by 

Whiteheadian process thought. Jon’s website is www.jonivangill.com  

 

Room 4 – Youth Ministry (continues into next Breakout Session) 

Josh Linton, John Vest and Timothy Wotring 

 

Followed by Roundtable on Youth and Campus Ministry 

Featuring Patrick Cousins, Andrea Folds, Josh Linton, John Vest and Timothy Wotring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jonivangill.com/
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Josh Linton 

 

What Am I Still Doing Here? My Life as a Progressive Youth 

Minister and Border-Line Agnostic (P) 

 

After sharing my progressive (at times border-line agnostic) 

perspective with people who know I’m a youth minister in a Christian 

church, they often wonder what I’m still doing there. I understand 

their questions. I’ve had to wrestle with them myself at deep levels 

of introspection. Somewhere in these conversations and reflections, 

I have found peace with staying connected to Christian ministry, 

despite my struggles with classical confessions of Christian faith. In this presentation, I share the story of 

why I’m still a youth minister in a Christian church, when much of the time I struggle to acknowledge a 

god at all. 

 

Josh. Husband. Dad. Youth Minister at Skiatook Church of Christ. Student at Phillips Theological 

Seminary. Follow his blog at joshalinton@blogspot.com and his tweets at @jalinton.  

 

John Vest 

 

Do(n’t) Tell the Kids: Precritical and Postcritical Naiveté in 

Ministry with Children and Youth (B) 

 

Many people have come to progressive understandings of 

Christianity through what Paul Ricoeur called ‘second naiveté.’ But 

how should postcritical Christians raise their children? Should we 

treat traditional Christianity like Santa Claus and let the kids believe 

it until they are old enough to know better? Or should we teach 

progressive Christianity from the beginning? What does it look like 

to build a postmodern church from the children up? 

 

John is the Associate Pastor for Youth Ministry at Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago. He completed 

his MDiv and the coursework for a discontinued PhD in Hebrew Bible at the University of Chicago 

Divinity School where he experienced ‘second naiveté’ after the fundamentalist faith of his childhood was 

deconstructed while studying religion at Rice University, Houston, TX. He is currently working on a DMin 

at McCormick Theological Seminary, writing a thesis on post-Christendom confirmation. A husband and 

father of two boys, John dreams of achieving the mystical union of church and BBQ. johnvest.com 

 

Timothy Wotring 

 

Approaching Youth Ministry from a Poststructuralist Lens (B) 

 

Youth ministry subculture reflects modernity’s certainty and a 

perpetuation of consumption in late capitalism. Most Christian youth 

leaders are conservative: leading suburban youth down the path of 

righteousness through conversion experiences and setting up emotional 

highs with the divine. I propose that post-structuralism can help change 

our approach to youth ministry through questioning critically, listening to 

experiences, and constructing contextual theologies. This will encourage 

youth to dissect and understand their faith rather than scoop handfuls of 

beliefs, packaged and ready by the church. 

http://joshalinton@blogspot.com/
https://twitter.com/jalinton
http://johnvest.com/
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Timothy received a BA in Theology from Eastern University in 2012, focusing on postmodern and early 

church theologies. Taking time off from instructed studies, he wanted to put into practice all that he 

gathered. Currently, he has three part-time jobs: leading worship for a campus ministry at Drexel 

University, serving as a Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator for a United Methodist Church outside of 

Philadelphia, and working as a clerk at a Thrift Store in South Philadelphia. Still passionate about 

postmodernism and critical theory, Timothy writes for several blogs, including Political Theology’s ‘There 

is Power in the Blog’ blog, and his own blog, blackflagtheology.com  

 

Room 5a – Worship and Liturgy IV  

Adam Moore and Jonathan Perrodin 

 

 
 

Adam Moore and Jonathan Perrodin 

 

An Experiment in Radical Liturgy (P) 

 

If postmodern theology is to live in the already existing Church, how might it impact our liturgies? Peter 

Rollins has called for a liturgical space where the experience of loss and uncertainty are built into the 

very structure. In this experimental liturgy, we will attempt to open up such a space by exploring Paul 

Ricoeur’s radical claim that God does not protect us but rather ‘delivers [us] up to the dangers of a life 

worthy of being called human.’ 

 

Adam works at Baylor University in Waco, Texas, where he also earned a Master of Theological Studies 

degree at Truett Theological Seminary. He founded and coordinated an experimental faith community 

called VOID collective and continues to explore ways postmodern theology can impact actually existing 

faith communities, whether they are experimental collectives like VOID or more traditional churches. He 

and his wife have two young daughters. 

 

Jonathan is the founder of Perrodin Supply Co and is a member of the experimental theatre group Artist 

Laboratory Theatre. He has worked as a Curator of Worship Arts and created the transformance art 

collective Vintage Vespers. He studied philosophy at the University of Arkansas. You can find him in 

downtown Springdale, AR, or online at @perrodin  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://blackflagtheology.com/
http://www.perrodinsupply.com/
http://artlabtheatre.com/
http://artlabtheatre.com/
https://twitter.com/perrodin
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Room 6 – Center for Diversity and Reconciliation Keynote (CDR) 

Christena Cleveland 

 

Christena Cleveland 

 

The Social Psychology of Exclusion and Embrace:  

Loving Well Across Cultural Differences (CDR) 

 

We tend to gravitate towards people who are culturally similar to us and 

avoid those who are different. In this presentation, social psychological 

theory will help us understand why cultural divisions exist at all, why we 

naturally tend to value our cultural perspective over other perspectives, 

and why we tend to view culturally different others in overly simplistic 

terms. This presentation will also offer practical tools for overcoming cultural divisions in our 

neighborhoods, churches, cities and places of work. 

 

Christena is a social psychologist with a hopeful passion for overcoming cultural divisions in groups. 

Drawing from a vast body of research, she uncovers the underlying processes that affect relationships 

within and between groups and helps leaders understand how to promote an appreciation for diversity 

and build effective collaborations with diverse groups. She earned a BA from Dartmouth College and a 

PhD from the University of California. An award-winning researcher and gifted teacher, she has 

published numerous scholarly articles and held academic appointments at the University of California, 

Westmont College, St. Catherine University and Bethel Seminary. In addition to academic experience, 

Christena brings organizational experience to her efforts to build unity. She consults with pastors and 

organizational leaders on multicultural issues and speaks regularly at organizations, churches, 

conferences, universities and schools.  

 

Christena’s Saturday presentation at Subverting the Norm is underwritten by the Greater Springfield 

Center for Diversity and Reconciliation and is free and open to the public. 

 

3.15pm Breakout Session VI 

 

Room 1 – Process Theology 

Tripp Fuller and Bo Sanders 

 

Tripp Fuller 

 

The Idolatry of Doubt  

(Or, Why I am Trying to Save the Soul of Peter Rollins) (B) 

 

Today, doubt is trendy. All sorts of dogmas, traditions, and institutions 

are skewered with Foucault, Derrida, and friends. But what if what 

keeps postmodern theology from fully living in the churches is that we don’t doubt enough? So many of 

our leaders and institutions – of the Evangelical, Mainline, or Emergent variety – have spent too much 

time arguing over the particularities of structures, services, and dogmas without calling into question their 

shared commitments to – or their blind faith in – the world’s organizing structures. We dream of a 

community in the spirit of Jesus that refuses unquestioning allegiance to the political and economic 

orders of modernity. But perhaps only a Process vision can make this more radical move? In this 

presentation, I will ask Peter Rollins to join Team John Cobb, and a real God who is working for the 

salvation of the world.  
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Tripp is married to an awesome lady, Alecia, and has a handsome young stud named Elgin Thomas 

(aka E.T.) and two little white fluffy dogs (Pebbles and Dino). He and Alecia are both graduates of 

Campbell University (where they met), the Divinity School of Wake Forest University, and ordained 

ministers. Tripp is working on his PhD in Philosophy of Religion and Theology at Claremont Graduate 

University. A few other things he digs are books, cigars, pipes, Shaq, guitar, pirates, fishing, the 

Counting Crows, and good conversations about religion and politics. He is perhaps best known as the 

host of the Homebrewed Christianity podcast, which is the most time consuming hobby he has ever had 

besides reading and blogging through Wolfhart Pannenberg’s three volume systematic theology. 

 

Bo Sanders 

 

Try (Not) to Think about God:  

The Event, Idolatry and the Person in the Pew (B)  

 

Pastoral case for one’s community demands a level of integrity and 

transparency that is threatened by a desire to subvert the norm. 

Engaging Caputo’s notion of the ‘event’ and Rollins’ ideas about 

‘idolatry’ is both needed and treacherous. The construct of God held by 

the person in the pew holds us accountable to be clear about the 

deconstruction we are engaged in. I propose that there are at least five 

things happening in the Christian religion: experience, formation, event, 

mystery and, potentially, something real. This presentation argues that 

each of these is an anchor point for our web of meaning. 

 

Bo is a dual citizen (US-Canada), born in Ohio and raised in Chicago. He has helped start churches in 

New York and Washington, and has now helped start a new gathering in Los Angeles. Emerging from a 

charismatic evangelical background, he is now employed at a mainline church for the first time. 

He is a PhD student in Practical Theology at Claremont School of Theology and co-host of the 

Homebrewed Christianity Podcast. This summer he will have been married 20 years. 

 

Room 2 – Love and Violence 

Johann-Albrecht Meylahn and Timothy Huson 

 

Johann-Albrecht Meylahn 

 

Imitatio Christi and the Holy Folly of Divine Violence:  

The Church as Ultimate Criminal (A) 

 

This presentation will explore Christ and, specifically, the crucifixion as 

an act of divine violence – divine violence understood as the ultimate 

subversion, not only of norms but of normativity as such. The church, 

called to follow Christ and to be the embodiment of Christ in the world, 

is faced with the challenge of being the ultimate criminal, thereby not 

only challenging laws and norms but questioning their legitimacy and 

authority as instrument of divine violence. The presentation ends with 

a short reflection on the practical implications of such an interpretation of the being of the church.   

  

After working in the inner city of Pretoria in a Lutheran multi-cultural congregation, Johann started 

lecturing at the Faculty of Theology, University of Pretoria, South Africa. He teaches congregational 

studies, contextual studies and pastoral care. His research interests are philosophical theology and 

practical theology, and his latest books include Church Emerging from the Cracks: A Church In but Not 

http://homebrewedchristianity.com/
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Of the World, and The Limits and Possibilities of Postmetaphysical God-Talk: A Conversation between 

Heidegger, Levinas and Derrida. Johann is married with a four year old son. 

 

Timothy Huson 

 

The Church and the Outside:  

Simone Weil on Christian Love (A) 

 

French socialist and Christian mystic Simone Weil 

considered it our duty to ‘love absolutely everything,’ 

in her own case inferring from this the necessity of 

being ‘alone, a stranger and an exile in relation to 

every human circle without exception.’  Weil’s 

personal rejection of the church sacraments and her 

belief in the sacramental status of the genuine act of 

charity – the miracle of love – offers a spiritual version of negative theology that can be fruitfully 

contrasted to the view Derrida presents in Sauf le nom. 

 

Timothy is an independent researcher living in the St. Louis area who currently teaches at Lindenwood 

University, Blackburn College, and St. Louis University.  His research deals with Plato, Aristotle, Hegel, 

Lacan, Lin Yutang, and Zen Buddhism on themes concerning love, justice, personhood, education, and 

translation theory. 

 

Room 3 – Political Theology II 

Jeremy Fackenthal and Bo Eberle 

 

Jeremy Fackenthal 

 

Repoliticizing the Church:  

Finding Postsecular Engagement in Adorno and Benjamin (A) 

 

Can the church once again find a relevant, repoliticized voice? 

Slavoj Žižek and Judith Butler have recently returned to the work of 

Walter Benjamin and Theodor Adorno in order to consider the 

radicalization of both religion and politics. This presentation will 

consider the work of Benjamin and Adorno in order to rethink how 

the church can and must respond to the two most pernicious issues 

facing us today: the economic and ecological crises. 

 

Jeremy received a PhD from Claremont Graduate University in Philosophy of Religion and Theology and 

is now an adjunct professor for Vincennes University in San Diego. He writes on critical theory and 

religion, process thought, and materialist theology. Jeremy co-edited (with Roland Faber) Theopoetic 

Folds: Philosophizing Multifariousness, due out this spring from Fordham University Press. 
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Bo Eberle 

 

Overcoming Liberalism to Save the World:  

Deleuze, Connolly, and the Resonating Church (A) 

 

In his book Capitalism and Christianity, American Style, William 

Connolly identifies what he calls the ‘capitalist-christian resonance 

machine.’ He argues that partners in this ‘resonance machine’ are 

drawn across creedal differences by virtue of similarities in their 

shared existential ethos, which seeks to undermine workers, or the 

‘99%.’ Invoking the work of Gilles Deleuze on film and aesthetics, 

this presentation argues for church practices that create 

experiences capable of reaffirming our commitment to the world we live in. The church must cultivate 

transformative experiences, as Deleuze describes film, for personal and political revitalization. 

 

Bo is from Ohio and currently a student at Union Theological Seminary in New York City, exploring 

constructive and political theologies.  

 

Room 4 – Youth Ministry (continued from previous Breakout Session) 

Roundtable on Youth and Campus Ministry 

Featuring Patrick Cousins, Andrea Folds, Josh Linton, John Vest and Timothy Wotring 

 

Room 5a – Worship and Liturgy V 

Matthew Lyon 

Followed by a Roundtable on Theopoetics and Transformance Art 

Featuring Christian Piatt, Matthew Lyon, Adam Moore, and Jonathan Perrodin 

 

Matthew Lyon 

 

First as Sanctuary, Then as Sacrament:  

Towards a Radical Liturgical Theology (B) 

 

In religion, as it is often practised today, our efforts to sustain 

being, to maintain identity and ideology, entail the loss of 

fellowship and community. Engaging with both the biological and 

the philosophical dynamics of existence, this workshop will 

illustrate how, for the human, as being, church gatherings are 

always already tragically isolating, making the liturgical drama a 

farce. But a radical subversion of being might open the way 

towards religious habit, first as sanctuary, and then as sacrament. 

 

Matthew discovered the art of Christian liturgical curation in Seattle, WA, where he served as Liturgist for 

the Church of the Apostles, an urban Christian community engaged in a creative communication 

between faith, culture and ritual. He is currently a co-curator of Ikon NYC, interested in bringing together 

physical spaces and rituals that engage and subvert what it means to be both spiritual and religious in 

our 21st century world. Follow him on Twitter at @laserpony 

 

Roundtable on Theopoetics and Transformance Art 

 

A roundtable discussion about practices of ‘transformance art’ and ‘theopoetics,’ examining how our 

liturgical structures might be influenced by postmodern theology (B) 

https://twitter.com/LaserPony
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Room 5b – Church Practice and Postmodernism II 

Convened and Facilitated by Barry Taylor and Kester Brewin 

 

A conversation (or support group?) for practitioners drawn to radical theology who consistently 

experience its resistance in established churches (P) 

 

Room 6 – Straight for Equality (CDR) 

Phil Snider and Camielle Famous 

 

 
 

Phil Snider and Camielle Famous 

 

Why I am a Straight Ally 

 

When Phil's recent speech to Springfield City Council (in favor of a local LGBTQ anti-discrimination 

ordinance) went viral, he was asked two questions time and again: (1) As a Christian, how can you be in 

favor of something the Bible condemns? and (2) Why is it that as a straight person you think equal rights 

for the LGBTQ community is so important? At the same time, Camielle – as a straight African-American 

woman – is often asked why matters related to LGBTQ rights should be at the forefront of the black 

church’s historic emphasis on social justice. In this workshop, Phil and Camielle will provide biblical, 

theological, and ethical reasons why being a straight ally is a faithful response to the call of justice in our 

lives, churches, and world. 

 

Phil is the senior minister of Brentwood Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Springfield, Missouri. His 

books include Preaching After God: Derrida, Caputo and the Language of Postmodern Homiletics, 

Toward a Hopeful Future (winner of the 2011 Mayflower Award for Best Book in Church and Society), 

and the forthcoming Justice Calls: Sermons of Welcome and Affirmation. He holds degrees from 

Missouri State University (BS), Phillips Theological Seminary (MDiv), and Chicago Theological Seminary 

(DMin). He is an adjunct instructor in religious studies courses at Missouri State University. 

 

Camielle (MS, PLCP) is a Mental Health Counselor and adjunct faculty at Drury University. She earned 

her BS in Psychology as well as MS in Counseling from Missouri State University, where she student co-

taught Leadership Development in Diversity in addition to serving as a graduate assistant in the Office 

for Institutional Equity and Compliance. As a team leader of the Brentwood Christian Church Anti-

Racism Pro-Reconciliation Team, she works to raise awareness of diversity topics through community 

events and workshops. Camielle also serves on the founding committee of the Center for Diversity and 

Reconciliation (CDR). She has participated in and facilitated numerous diversity training seminars 

including Facing Racism through the Springfield Chamber of Commerce. 

 

http://brentwoodchristianchurch.wordpress.com/
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4.30pm – Closing Roundtables 

 

“Where Do We Go From Here?” (B) 

 

Room 1 – Subverting the Norm Roundtable (B) 

With Peter Rollins, John D. Caputo and Katharine Sarah Moody  

 

Room 6 – Center for Diversity and Reconciliation Roundtable (CDR) 

With Christena Cleveland, Camielle Famous and Melinda McGarrah Sharp 


