
Toy Adams!
"Behead the Priest: Baptism into the Schizophrenic Body of Christ"!
! !
November 6, Parallel Session 4, Room 2 (9:45am–11:30am)!!
Hierarchical walls that exclude, divide, extort, and exploit are axiomatic in 
today’s Capitalism. Humanity is chained down by debt, both monetary and 
pious, ridden with guilt, and stacked against one another. The "little priests” of 
privilege erect these walls and lord over them; but Christian ecclesiology 
doesn’t have to mirror these structures that be. Drawing from post-

structuralist theory, (Christian) theology can be revitalized by a new understanding of Baptism, 
and progress through the sacramental entanglement of theory and praxis, evoking a “flattened 
ontology” within the Body of Christ.!!
Toy Adams is a Theology student in the M.T.S. program at United Theological Seminary and 
currently lives in Kentucky with his cat. As a formerly appointed and currently licensed local 
pastor in the United Methodist Church, Toy finds himself in “struggle” to bring academia and 
ministry together—to make the Church think while not restricting theological pursuits to a 
confessional standard. Toy's research interests lie in post-structuralist theology, ecological 
theology, animal theology, and intersections of privilege and oppression within the Church.  He 
also has a pseudo-successful blog at toyadams.wordpress.com that you can subscribe to.!
!
 !!!!

! ! ! ! ! Brooke Baker!
"The Challenge of Interfaith Dialogue in a Postmodern Society"!
! !
November 7, Parallel Session 6, Room 2 (12:45pm–2:15pm)!!
As the core values associated with postmodernism become increasingly 
embedded within Western society, any attempt to empathize with those who 
resist such values becomes progressively more difficult. This can be especially 
problematic when engaging in interfaith dialogue. Many Western Christians, 
who take for granted the virtues of concepts such as egalitarianism, pluralism, 
and gender equality, find themselves unable to relate to those from cultures and 
religious traditions for whom such individualistic notions are unfamiliar, or perhaps, 
unwelcome. By drawing upon Middle Eastern and Muslim voices both past and present that 
seek to challenge postmodern assumptions, this paper calls into question the understanding of 
such values held by Christians today.!
 !
Brooke Baker holds a B.A. in History and a B.A. in Spanish from Ouachita Baptist University. 
She also holds a Master of Theological Studies from Vanderbilt Divinity School where she 
studied both Christian and Islamic theologies and history in an effort to better understand the 
connections between the two faiths. She currently lives in Nashville, Tennessee where she serves 
as Project Coordinator for Faith and Culture Center, a non-profit that seeks to build community 
and foster greater understanding and appreciation of Middle Tennessee’s diverse faith 
traditions and cultures.  



Adam F. Braun!
"Pastors with Benefits"!!
November 7, Parallel Session 6, Room 1 (12:45pm–2:15pm)!!
“Pastors with Benefits” looks at the role of the pastor within a 
congregation's mission. The hypothesis is that the commitment of the 
Pastor to a full-time salary and medical benefits is a conflict of interest for 
any church's self-described mission. The result is that the pastor becomes 

a surrogate resolution for the alienation of the congregation's labor for Capital.!!
Adam F. Braun is an aspiring feminist and anti-white supremacist. A PhD student in New 
Testament Christology. A former facilitator at Boston Pub Church. A general radical, who looks 
for radical potential in radical Christian gatherings. Prefers darkness to light, and solidarity to 
love. Cheers.!!!!!

! ! ! ! Karen Bray!
"The Moodiness of Martha: histories, hostilities, and hospitalities"!!
November 5, Parallel Session 3, Room 1 (4:15pm–5:45 pm)!!
What would it mean to not be in the mood for certain theologies and 
church practices? Or, perhaps, what might a more moody theology have to 
say to theologies and practices that have marked some as righteous and 
others as touchy? What political questions might surface when we return 
affects, emotions, and moods to discussions of materiality within postmodern theologies? How 
might moodiness help us to recognize what types of matters and material bodies flow easily 
into the spaces of radical theology and which ones have been blocked, eclipsed, and 
misrecognized? Reading Jack Caputo’s exegesis of Martha of Bethany as a figure of material 
theology along with the affect theory of Sara Ahmed, this paper argues that if we are to take 
Martha as a model of radical theology we might need to rethink not just her material action, but 
also her moody presence. Working to feel with Martha in a moody state of what I call hostile 
hospitality might re-surface her material situation in such ways as to nurture a faithful infidelity 
that not only responds to the event of God, but also causes events in God through demands that 
God and world respond to our contextual embodiments. This paper then asks how this moody 
material theology might push the crowds gathered at STN and STN itself to be ever more 
radically engaged with histories of hostility and hostile histories.!!
Karen Bray will complete her doctorate in Theological and Philosophical Studies in Religion at 
Drew University this December. She is an adjunct professor at Eugene Lang College of New 
School University and Marymount Manhattan College, both in New York City. She teaches 
courses on queer and decolonial theologies, world Christianites, sexual ethics, comparative 
religious ethics, new materialisms, and affect theory. Her research challenges neoliberal 
narratives of salvation and redemption through queer and feminist approaches to affect, time, 
and work. She is also a candidate for ordination with the Unitarian Universalist Association.            !



!!
Peter Browning!

"Welcome to the Ozarks:  Cosmopolitan Theology, Collaborative Ethics, 
! and the White Working Class"!!
November 5, Parallel Session 3, Room 2 (4:15pm–5:45pm)!!
The paper encourages the progressive emerging church movement to 
interact collaboratively with all disempowered people including the 
white working class and poor. The essay explores some of the realities 

of life for the white working class especially in the Ozarks and Springfield where the conference 
is being held. It connects with Rabbi Jonathan Sacks in his plea for a multiculturalism which has 
us work together in ways that honor cultural difference. A model of restorative justice focused 
on reconciliation is encouraged from the work of South African theologian John de Gruchy. 
Finally, in dialogue with Tex Sample, practical suggestions are given for progressive churches to 
work with the white working class and poor in the areas of moral conversation, worship and 
mission outreach.!!
Peter Browning is chaplain and professor of religion at Drury. He holds a Ph.D. from the 
University of Chicago in the area of Ethics and Society and is an ordained Disciples of Christ 
minister. His articles explore church ethical decision-making, collaborative ethics, and medical 
and sexual ethics. He has been serving at Drury University since 1991.!
!!!!!

Clayton Crockett!
"Political Theology and the Question of Sovereignty"!!
November 7, Parallel Session 6, Room 3 (12:45pm–2:15pm)!!
This paper focuses on the important idea of sovereignty and the role it plays 
in political theology. How does the sovereignty of God reflect or inform the 
political forms of sovereignty in human politics? Does it make sense to think 
of God as sovereign King? For Carl Schmitt, sovereignty concerns the ability 
to make a decision in an exceptional situation. For Jacques Derrida, much of 
his late work criticizes Schmitt and shows how our ideas of human and divine sovereignty 
deconstruct. We could say that Derrida develops a political theology without sovereignty, even 
if he does not use the phrase political theology.!
 !
Clayton Crockett is Professor and Director of Religious Studies at the University of Central 
Arkansas. He is the author of a number of books, including Radical Political Theology and 
Religion, Politics and the Earth (with Jeffrey W. Robbins). He is working on a book on Jacques 
Derrida.!
!
!



Gabriel Crooks!
"A Resurrected Body: Gender, Sexuality, and Occurrence in the Church"!!
November 6, Parallel Session 5, Room 1 (3:30pm–5:30pm)!!
Issues of gender and sexuality have emerged and remained of pressing 
importance for churches and Christians in the United States. Congregations 
have a difficult time constructing informed stances on these enigmatic issues, 
falling anywhere between open and affirming, and straightforward rejection. 
The importance of allyship, acceptance, and the creation of loving space for 

all people is both a theological and ethical matter that Christians must 
address. Outside of Christians circles, trans activist and author, Julia Serano, has suggested a 
method of ethically gendered living that could speak volumes to the struggle congregations are 
in. I propose putting Serano’s work in conversation with both the resurrected and re-membered 
body of Christ; the flayed, risen body of Jesus and the faithful who gather to construct that body 
as the church. Adding to this conversation Laurel Schneider’s work on multiplicity and 
incarnation may bring us to an understanding of ethically gendered living as the occurrence of 
the body of Christ in/as our bodies. It is, perhaps, space to both love and be in a way that 
embodies us, together with Christ, and transgress heteronormative boundaries of gender and 
sexual identity. This approach provides a practical ethic that is grounded in Christian theology, 
two things desperately needed as congregations navigate very deep and vitally important 
waters.!!
Gabe Crooks is in his third and final year of the Masters of Divinity program at Vanderbilt 
Divinity School. He grew up on the West Coast and still sorely misses the ocean and the lack of 
humidity. When he is feeling smart, Gabe likes to read queer theory/theology, post-colonial 
theory, and sacramental theology. Most of the rest of the time, Gabe devours fantasy fiction and 
binge-watches tv shows on Netflix. !!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!



Tad DeLay!
"What Our Four Names Betray: the Cynic and the Fool, the Academic and !
! ! the Analyst" !!
November 5, Parallel Session 3, Room 1 (4:15pm–5:45pm)!!
This presentation accessibly presents material I am exploring for my 
dissertation and which I have already explored in my book God Is 
Unconscious. I explore 1) the cynical knave and the foolish populist, 2) four 

ideological discourses (University, Master, Hysteric, and Analyst), and 3) conclude by asking 
whether radical theology is more like a University discourse domesticating the church’s 
political potential or instead an Analytic discourse creating new modes of  thought. I use 
Lacan’s XVII and VII seminary alongside Connolly’s Deleuzian “Evangelical-capitalist 
resonance machine” to discuss the relation of  right-wing theology (Hysteric) to the plutocracy 
(Master). !!
I aim to give listeners with a schema for 1) what their theologies/politics actually produce, !
and 2) characteristics of  Analytic thought. Ultimately the theorist/theologian is either a !
bureaucratic University type or an incisive Analyst. We may choose what we intend to !
become, but we have only those two options. !!
Tad DeLay is a PhD student at Claremont Graduate University and the author of God Is 
Unconscious: Psychoanalysis & Theology.!!!!

! ! ! ! Wilson Dickinson!
"Attending to the Little and the Local, Or Why Political Theology Needs !
! Community Gardens"!!
November 5, Parallel Session 3, Room 3 (4:15pm–5:45pm)!!
American political and social movements too often miss that abiding in the 
yawning chasm between the political system and the isolated individual is the 
local community—a point sometimes lost on postmodern political theologians. 
This presentation examines the way that community gardens inhabit this gap, 
and provide a way to rethink Christian community and embed political theology in emerging 
networks seeking social change. A political theology grown in the garden would be one rooted 
in specific neighborhoods that allow people to connect across difference and grow toward 
reconciliation, intimacy, and sustainability. !!
Wilson Dickinson is Associate Dean for Religious Life at Transylvania University. His writing, 
teaching, and ministry take place at the intersection of philosophical theology, sustainability, 
and spiritual practice. He is an ordained Disciples minister and holds a PhD in Religion from 
Syracuse University. He is currently finishing an academic monograph entitled The Wisdom of 
the Cross: Scandalous and Transformative Exercises from Corinth to Paris and is working on a more 
popular book, Singing the Psalms with My Father: A Theological Memoir on Love, Loss, and 
Alzheimer’s Disease.!



!
Jacob Given!

"Radical Theology: A Species of Liberation?"!!
November 6, Parallel Session 5, Room 3 (3:30pm–5:30pm)!!
If Jack Caputo and Gustavo Gutiérrez walked into a bar, what do you 
suppose they'd talk about? More generally, how should radical theologies 
interact with more orthodox liberationist ones? In this talk, I'll use 
Caputo's The Weakness of God and Gutiérrez' A Theology of Liberation as 

points of departure for a vital dialogue between the two discourses. Perhaps radical theology 
proposes a serious challenge to liberation theology's orthodoxy. Then again, perhaps an 
engagement with liberation theology will call for a subversion of our more radically-minded 
norms. !!
Jacob is a graduate student in the Theology and Religious Studies program at Villanova. He 
earned a B.A. in Humanities and Biblical Studies at Columbia International University. His 
research interests lie at the intersection of philosophy and theology. In particular, he is interested 
in Kierkegaard, hermeneutic phenomenology, and theologies of liberation. He hopes to bring 
these discourses together in order to reinterpret the liberating story of Christianity, aiming to 
contribute to an existentially and politically potent rendition of the theological tradition.!
!!!!!!

Renee Goodwin!
"How to Pray to the Ground of Being"!!
November 5, Parallel Session 2, Room 3 (1:15pm–2:45pm)!!
Those of us who embrace Radical Theology and also serve as pastors and 
church leaders are often called upon to speak prayers to open and close 
meetings, provide a spiritual context for celebrations, or comfort those who 
are hurting. This can generate a feeling of awkwardness or intellectual 
dishonesty. How does one talk to a God who insists? In this workshop, you 
will learn a verbal prayer format in which the affirmative prayer method 
originally formulated by Religious Science founder Ernest Holmes can be 
adapted to speak Christian prayers that meet both the need to speak in 
theologically honest language and express peoples' personal spiritual needs.!
 !
Renee Goodwin is a rural working-class woman who currently resides in Neodesha, Kansas 
with her husband and three step-children. She studied philosophy at the University of 
Minnesota-Morris and recently graduated summa cum laude from Barclay College with a BA in 
Biblical Studies. She is under care of the Kansas region of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) as a candidate for ordination and is currently seeking a church in which to serve as 
pastor. !



!
!
!
Teresa Hornsby!

"The Slender Man and the Apocalypse"!!
November 5, Parallel Session 1, Room 2 (10:30am–12:00pm)!!
The Slender Man was born on the internet. This monster has become a 
paranormal terror that exists in the shadows, stalks children, and appears 
in dreams before victims disappear. His origins are ambiguous; he is 
faceless and nameless. He was constructed by thousands of online users 
creating fake documentary footage, photos, news items, etc. The Slender 
Man, I suggest, is the product of a new apocalyptic fear, and the 
manifestation, as all monsters are, of our social anxieties.!!

John’s Apocalypse, expresses—violently, grotesquely—the real terror of that time and that place: 
a dissolution of boundaries and their subsumption into an evil system. Their resolution is 
found, partly, in ambiguous sexuality and trans bodies, yet this horror ends in genocide because 
the narrative refuses the reality of ambiguous bodies and clings to the fiction of gendered 
duality.!!
The production and reception of The Slender Man are signs of hope. As opposed to John’s 
Apocalypse, The Slender Man’s mythos thrives upon ambiguity (not dualism), yet the evil 
emanates not from its ambiguity and dynamism, but from a familiar (and actual) source of fear: 
a faceless white man in a business suit. The hope here is that there is an ideological shift away 
from placing all of our terrors upon ambiguous bodies, i.e., those who visibly defy precise, yet 
imaginary categories, such as “male” and “female,” or “us” and “other.” The Slender Man 
narrative maintains the ambiguity and refuses to collapse back into the binary construct.!!
Dr. Teresa J. Hornsby is a Professor of Religion at Drury University. Dr. Hornsby holds an MTS 
degree from Harvard Divinity School, an MA and Ph.D. in NT Studies from Vanderbilt 
University. She is a co-editor of Bible Trouble, and author of Sex Texts from the Bible, as well as 
numerous essays, chapters, and encyclopedia entries. Her new book, co-authored with Dr. 
Deryn Guest, University of Birmingham, UK, is due to be published in February of 2016. Dr. 
Hornsby lectures internationally on the topic of the Bible, sexuality and gender.!!!!!!
!!!!!!



David Kline !
"Protecting Apocalypse: The New Apocalyptic and the (Auto-) Immunization !
! of the Christ Event"!!
November 6, Parallel Session 4, Room 2, (9:45am–11:30am)!!
In this paper, I read what I refer to as the “new apocalyptic” as an evangelical 
theological response within the biopolitical context of modern State security, 
arguing that it should be understood as an anti-immunitary political theology 
that attempts to resist the theological category of the Katechon (that which 

holds back the end of the world) and what Roberto Esposito calls the “immunitary paradigm” 
of contemporary biopolitics. I also place the new apocalyptic in conversation with Jacques 
Derrida’s reflections on religion’s two sources in his essay “Faith and Knowledge” and attempt 
to show not only that the new apocalyptic is still determined by an immunitary logic as long as 
it remains committed to Christocentric sovereignty and a sacrificial account of salvation, but 
that it is also driven by an auto-immunitary logic that taken to its fullest expression necessitates 
its own internal destruction. As a conclusion, I gesture towards a more pragmatic political 
theology in a biopolitical context premised on Derrida’s phrase “the apocalypse of apocalypse” 
that prioritizes embodied survival and responsibility over messianic fulfillment.!!
David Kline is a Ph.D. candidate within the African American Religious Studies program at Rice 
University. In 2006 he received a bachelors degree in music studies from the University of Texas 
at Austin. After graduating from UT, David completed a Master of Letters in bible and the 
contemporary world from St. Andrews University in Scotland and later went on to receive a 
Master of Divinity from Duke University. David's research interests include political theology, 
biopolitical thought, and critical race theory.!!!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!



Josh Linton!
"Whiteness and Postmodern Conversation: A Hauntological Counter"!!
November 5, Parallel Session 2, Room 1 (1:15pm–2:45pm)!!
I propose a paper that explores the intersections of white privilege and 
postmodern conversation, which often collude to effectively undermine 
the content of protest through appeals to ambiguity/complexity/

unknowing. Coming to terms with alternative modes of knowledge and a 
reckoning with the haunting of ghosts, which I will unpack with the help of Avery Gordon’s 
work, Ghostly Matters, and Toni Morrison’s novel, Beloved, expands the spaces of ethical 
reflection. I argue that missing "haunting" as possible for constructing ontological and 
epistemological resources paralyzes one from making claims of knowledge constituted by the 
voices emerging from the subaltern, voices demanding a something to be done, voices not 
always recognized as real and productive for frames of knowledge. Running from such ghosts 
makes it easy for one to leverage postmodern civil discourse and hesitant/complex 
conversation as a mechanism for foreclosing spaces of ethical reflection to the hauntingly 
disturbing and positively disruptive power of protests, anger, riots, etc. This resistance to 
engaging an encounter with ghostly matters is compounded by a white privilege that subdues 
the urgency of messages arising from resources of ontological and epistemological categories re-
imagined and re-constructed when one reckons with the ghosts among us. !!
Josh Linton serves as the Director of Recruitment at Phillips Theological Seminary, where he 
earned a Masters of Theological Studies. Before he began working with Phillips, Josh worked 10 
years preaching and leading youth ministry in several congregations of the Church of Christ. 
Now, in addition to his work at Phillips, Josh is the youth director at First Christian Church in 
Claremore, OK. He is also heavily involved in the work and programs of the Oklahoma Center 
for Community and Justice, a non-profit in Tulsa committed to cultivating diversity and 
equality throughout the state. When he’s not working, Josh embodies the self-given “Dad of the 
Year” award (there is a coffee mug proving it) chasing around and negotiating the lives of his 
three children: Jarret (19), Avery (14), and Jaxon (12). He thinks the work of Toni Morrison 
should be canonized along with the texts of the Hebrew Bible and New Testament and holds 
strong opinions about which of those collections could be replaced if necessary.!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!



!
Anna Mercedes!

"Sin and Subversion"!!
November 6, Parallel Session 4, Room 2 (9:45am–11:30am)!!
This session engages heated political questions:  those involving the 
blaming and shaming of sin.  We will turn a postmodern lens on sin, 
looking behind that which is labeled sinful to the deployment of sin 

language and the development and use of doctrines of sin.  What function has the category of 
sin served, socially and theologically?  And what subversive purposes might it serve, if engaged 
differently?  Perhaps the category of sin can be strategically engaged for resistance: sin as a kind 
of drag against corrosive politics, and sin indeed as postmodern Christian practice, in the 
rhythm of a Christ who “became sin.”!
 !
Anna Mercedes is Associate Professor of Theology at the College of Saint Benedict/ Saint John’s 
University in central Minnesota, where she also teaches for the Gender Studies and Peace 
Studies programs.  She is author of the book Power For: Feminism and Christ’s Self-Giving, and is a 
candidate for ordination in the ELCA. !!!
!!!!!!!!

Adam Moore!
"Entangled Difference: A Political Theology of Incarnation"!!
November 6, Late Event, Room 4 (9:00pm–???)!!
Entangled Difference is a transformance art liturgy co-created by Adam 
Moore.!!
Adam Moore lives in Waco, Texas where he works as a program 
coordinator in the Honors College at Baylor University. He was one of the 
founders of VOID collective (2008-2012), a faith collective that utilized a live mix of music, art, 
spoken word, personal reflections, and ritual to creatively engage questions of faith and doubt.!!!!!
!!!



Katharine Sarah Moody! !
"Pyrotheology and the Theologization of the Post-Secular: !
! Towards Radical Political Theologies of Hopelessness !
! and Religious Practices that Reconcile us to our ! !
! Fundamental Nothingness Or, On the Insignificance of !
! Peter Rollins!" !!
November 5, Parallel Session 1, Room 1 (10:30am–12:00pm)!!

The rhetoric of ‘the post-secular’ offers the hope of redemption from the secular. Its multiple 
uses within contemporary Christian discourse reflect the variety of meanings discernible across 
the humanities and social scientific disciplines. But the location of post-secular discourse at the 
intersection of theology, philosophy and politics often results in the theologization of both the 
philosophical and the political. This paper asks whether even one of the more post-Christian, a/
theistic or ir/religious iterations of post-secular theology – Peter Rollins’ Pyrotheology – 
remains an instance of ‘the theological post-secular’. I argue for a truly post-secular philosophy 
and a truly radical political theology liberated from such theologizations, proposing that 
Pyrotheology is more properly understood when viewed as a radical political theology of 
hopelessness that can inspire religious practices reconciling us to our fundamental nothingness. !
 !
Katharine Sarah Moody (PhD Religious Studies, Lancaster University) is an unemployed 
(*ahem*) independent scholar working at the intersection of continental philosophy of religion 
and the empirical study of contemporary Christianities. She juggles writing and research with 
fulltime care of her young daughter, Martha Betty. Her first book, Radical Theology and Emerging 
Christianity: Deconstruction, Materialism and Religious Practices (Ashgate, 2015), is an academic 
analysis of the radical theologies that are discernible at the margins of emerging church 
discourse and practice, introducing readers not only to the theological projects of Peter Rollins 
and Kester Brewin but also to the work of John D. Caputo and Slavoj Žižek. Her second 
monograph, Post-Secular Theology and the Church: Truth, Tradition, Transformation? (forthcoming 
with Wipf & Stock 2016), argues that a truly post-secular theology must be a radical political 
theology, and her third, A/Theism: A New Kind of Christian as a New Kind of Atheist (also 
forthcoming with Wipf & Stock), critically explores the concept of ‘a/theism’. She has written 
numerous articles and book chapters on philosophical and political theology and gave one of 
the keynote addresses at the 2015 Association for Continental Philosophy of Religion 
conference, Political Theology: The Liberation of the Post-Secular? She is also co-editor (with Steven 
Shakespeare) of Intensities: Philosophy, Religion and the Affirmation of Life (Ashgate, 2012). !!!!!!!
!!!!!



Liam O'Donnell!
"Black Jesus in a White World: Thinking Cone Beyond Context"!!
November 6, Parallel Session 5, Room 3 (3:30pm–5:30pm)!!
Dr. James Cone is perhaps best known as the "father" of Black Liberation 
Theology. However, his work has often been reduced to only a 
hermeneutics or described as a "Contextual Theology" in which "Context" 
is thought of not as a grounding for theological thinking but as a limit of 
influence or import. This presentation argues not only that the context of 
African American religious experience and history of oppression in White 

supremacist America is relevant for theological reflection or that it is an accurate description of 
the context for all of American Christianity, but that it also does important work describing the 
God encountered in scripture and worshiped in faith. After 6 years working among the 
homeless of all races in Philadelphia as part of a dynamic faith community called Broad Street 
Ministry, I have found that Cone's insights have deep implications for what it means to be 
faithful in the shadow of Kierarchy. This presentation will seek to connect this brief experience 
of working in faithful community with those living literally on and beneath the streets of our 
cities with Cone's insights on God as Black, the God who is with and for and of those who have 
been dehumanized not only in practice but in mind. Cone's theological work does not merely 
speak to a context, but allows a context to help us see in new ways God at work against 
oppression.!!
Liam O'Donnell is a speaker, writer and consultant who spent six years as part of Broad Street 
Ministry (BSM), a dynamic and welcoming faith community in Philadelphia. Before BSM he 
studied at Princeton Theological Seminary where he received his Mdiv and ThM in Religion 
and Society. He has worked with many churches, conferences, and non-profits as they think 
about community, justice, and hospitality. He also works to connect and gather people together 
through events large and small. For the past 4 summers, Liam connected food truck vendors to 
Philadelphia's longest running hardcore festival. Liam co-hosts a podcast, Cinepunx, discussing 
film and various music scenes including punk and hardcore, writes about movies on cinapse.co, 
and dreams about filming a horror movie. He is a proud pastor's husband and has the most 
amazing cat named She-Ra.!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!



Michael J. Oliver!
"Toward a Sufficiently Political Postmodern Theology: An Appreciation for !
! the Live Tension of the Deconstructive 'Aporia' of Justice"!!
November 6, Parallel Session 4, Room 3 (9:45am–11:30am)!!
Postmodern discourses often appear insufficiently political, not least because 
of their tendency to be far too esoteric, abstract, and cryptic to have any 
political traction in the "real world."  But even beyond this, postmodern 

discourses—especially those in dialogue with Jacques Derrida—tend to 
emphasize an "impossibility" that points out the limits of language, metaphysics, institutions, or 
even justice, by revealing their deconstruction, and, in turn, critiquing any such attempts.  
However, this emphasis on the "impossibility" of deconstruction loses sight of the tension of the 
“aporia” at work in deconstruction: the impossibility as well as the “necessity” or 
“inescapability.”  Therefore, in this presentation I will argue that postmodern theologies can 
offer an important contribution to a sufficiently political approach to issues of race, gender, 
sexuality and ethnicity precisely by highlighting the tension of the aporia: on the one hand, we 
must take definitive, concrete, particular stands for justice; on the other hand, we should also 
recognize the limits of such stands, which are not final, ultimate, or pure. !!
Michael J. Oliver received his B.S. in Administration of Justice from Rutgers University and 
M.Div. from Drew Theological School.  He is currently completing his Ph.D (A.B.D.) in 
Theological and Philosophical Studies in Religion in the Graduate Division of Religion at Drew 
University.  Michael's dissertation offers a unique exploration of the problem of exclusion 
through the lens of deconstruction, liberation discourses, and traditional theologies of divine 
election.  His areas of interest include the Christian theological tradition, theological method, 
contemporary issues of theological and ethical concern, and poststructuralist philosophy.  
Michael’s work explores the interrelations of and entanglements within these areas, including 
theology’s engagement with liberation discourses, postmodern complications of this 
engagement—particularly in feminist, gender, and race studies—and the complex issues of 
universality and particularity that arise as a result.  He is currently teaching as Adjunct 
Professor at Seton Hall University and Caldwell University.!!!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!



Keegan Osinski & Jim Waters!
"Liturgy as Micro-Protest and the Sacramentality of  !
! Struggle"!!
Nov. 5, Parallel Session 1, Room 2 (10:30am–12:00pm)!
 
In Foucault’s “Two Lectures,” he suggests that rather 
than view domination as a generic phenomenon of  the 
bourgeois class, we must understand that norms are 
shaped by “micro-mechanisms of  power,” executed by 

discrete individuals in particular times and places that eventually come to “represent the 
interests of the bourgeoisie.”  That is, The Powers are not simply The Powers—their will is 
enacted on a cellular level by the very people over whom they rule. This means that it is also 
possible for the people to do otherwise—to live out an ethic entirely other than that demanded 
by those oppressive powers; an ethic of  “what if,” an ethic of  “perhaps.” Combining liturgical 
and sacramental theologies with postcolonial and liberationist thought, we will demonstrate 
how the sacramental liturgies of  the church can function as creative micro-protests against 
oppressive powers at the cellular level. We will also argue and illustrate that struggle, 
resistance, and protest are in themselves sacramental—their enactment displays outwardly the 
inherent grace that is the justice of  the kingdom of  God. When the church enacts such a liturgy, 
it apocalyptically disrupts the present status quo constructed by the elite and drives the 
eschatological “not yet” into the “now” through cruciform actions and voice. Ultimately, in 
these micro-protests, the church becomes an irrupting performance, one that resists the 
hegemonic narrative of  tragedy and death. !!
Keegan holds degrees in Philosophy & Theology and Library & Information Science. Her 
interests include sacramental and liturgical theology and facilitating knowledge-sharing 
between scholars and clergy in new and creative ways. !!
Jim holds a B.A. in Religious Studies & Philosophy, and a M.A. in Theology. He's presently a 
second year candidate for the Masters of Theological Studies degree at Vanderbilt Divinity 
School. His studies focus on Christian Ethics, Existential Philosophy, and Continental 
Philosophy.!!!!!!!
!!!!!!!!!



J. Leavitt Pearl!
"Rupture or Revision: A Typology of Radical Political Theology"!!
November 6, Parallel Session 4, Room 3 (9:45am–11:30am)!!
Since its inception, radical theology has faced a serious accusation of 
political inadequacy. Whether from the Latin American liberation 
theologians—who challenge the “death of God” for its deep entrenchment in 
academic discourse—or from proponents of American identity politics—
who have rightly noted a deeply disconcerting demographic 
monochromaticism (i.e. white and male)—radical theology’s capacity to 

manifest an authentically radical politics has been deeply questioned. Nonetheless, radical 
theology has a deep history of political engagement.!!
In this paper, it will be argued, first, that radical theology is always already political; the very 
emergence of radical theology is unthinkable without key political preconditions. Second, it will 
be suggested that radical theology demands an ultimate political choice from its proponents. 
For, rather than spawning a radical political theology, radical theological thought has in fact 
spawned two political theologies: rupture and revision—roughly corresponding to 
revolutionary and revisionary political approaches respectively.!!
For the radical theologian who has felt a political call, the ultimate question regards the status of 
the present political order; is it beyond saving? In theological language, this amounts to a 
question regarding the proper account of the apocalyptic character of radical!
theology. For those thinkers for whom apocalypse plays a prominent role—e.g. Altizer, Žižek —
revolution stand as the quintessential political position. For thinkers of the reformist bent—e.g. 
Caputo—it is unclear whether it is even possible to think a revolution that does not immediately 
inaugurate the very violence that it sought to overcome.!!
J. Leavitt Pearl is a graduate student at Duquesne University completing doctoral work on 
French phenomenology's account of the sexual body. In addition to phenomenology, he also 
works in radical theology -- with a particular focus on Hegel, Altizer, and Žižek.!!
!

! ! ! ! Hollis Phelps!
"Students of the World, Unite!: Theological Notes on Debt Resistance"!!
November 7, Parallel Session 6, Room 1 (12:45pm–2:15pm)!!
This paper interprets student loan debt as an ideological mechanism that 
creates indebted subjects and reinforces unjust social arrangements. Against 
this mechanism, this paper seeks to develop a radical theological framework 
for resistance and refusal, focusing specifically on thinking the latter as a 
non-eschatological, material actualization of Jesus’ claims concerning release 
from debt.!!
Hollis Phelps is an assistant professor of religion and the University of Mount Olive, Mount 
Olive, NC. He is the author of Alain Badiou: Between Theology and Anti-theology.!



!!
B. Keith Putt!

"Reiterating Incarnation: Caputo’s Poetics of the Kingdom As a Politics of the !
! Cross"!
 ! !
November 6, Parallel Session 4, Room 3 (9:45am–11:30am)!!
John Caputo has recently refined and extended his poetics of the Kingdom of 
God by elaborating a certain poetics of God, specifically a weak theo-poetics of 
the event whereby the word “God” does not name an entity but the political 
engagements of human beings who respond morally to those “others” who 
are in need—the ones whom Jesus calls “the least of these.” In other words, for 

Caputo, God does not “exist” metaphysically, as in some theology of glory, but “insists” 
incarnationally within reiterated human acts of obedience to Christ’s kingdom ethics. One 
might, therefore, now translate the “ethics of the cross” in Caputo’s sacred anarchy of the 
kingdom with the phrase a “politics of the cross.” !!
I contend in this essay that Caputo’s theology of divine insistence is necessarily and, therefore, 
unavoidably, political. I argue that the socio-political implications of Caputo’s theology requires 
that the church, as the “body of Christ,” must repeatedly embody the politics of the cross as the 
only witness to the “reality” of divine “presence” in the contemporary world.!
 !
B. Keith Putt (Ph.D. Rice University) is Professor of Philosophy at Samford University in 
Birmingham, Alabama. His primary interests lie in the areas of Continental philosophy and 
philosophy of religion, specifically the radical hermeneutics of John D. Caputo. Among his 
recent publications are “The Existence of Evil and the Insistence of God: Caputo's Poetics of the 
Event as a Discourse on Divine Intervention” Janus Head, “Friends and Strangers/Poets and 
Rabbis: Negotiating a ‘Capuphalian’ Philosophy of Religion,” in The Future of Continental 
Philosophy of Religion, "'The Fiction of an Absolute:' Theopoetically Refiguring a Sacred 
Hauntology" Analecta Hermeneutica No. 4–Refiguring Divinity: Continental Philosophy of Religion, 
and "Learning to Live Up to Death—Finally: Ricoeur and Derrida on the Textuality of 
Immortality" Philosophy and Social Criticism.!!!!!!!
!
!
!
!
!
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!
Sharon L. Putt!

"Incarnation, Insurrection, and a Politics of Love: Proclaiming the Kingdom of a 
! Nurturing God"!!
November 5, Parallel Session 1, Room 1 (10:30am–12:00pm)!!
The brand of Christian theology that quite often influences secular politics and 
foreign policy presents classical expressions of God as a strict autocratic judge 
who either demands or condones violence. Yet, certain interpretations of both 
the Hebrew and Christian scriptures, especially close readings of Jesus’ 

proclamation of the Kingdom of God, appear to contravene any theology of 
divine coercion. Perhaps, in order to remain faithful to Jesus, the church should investigate an 
alternate articulation of God as a nurturing father who redeems, reconciles, and restores 
relationships on personal, national, and international levels of existence.!
 !
In this essay, I wish to offer one such investigation. I explore two versions of a radical theology 
of peace: Gianni Vattimo’s incarnational “kenotic ethics” and Peter Rollins’s practical, 
postmodern iconoclastic humility. Both, in their various ways, establish creative theologies of 
love that recover Jesus’s image of the “nurturing” father and, therefore, promote peaceful 
politics. If the Church embraces such theologies, then any ensuing ecclesiastical involvement in 
politics will be a celebration of restorative justice and the incarnation of divine grace.!
 !
Sharon L. Putt (Ph.D. SMU) is Associate Professor of Theology and Religion at Messiah College 
in central PA. Her publications include Razing Hell, Executing God (both books published by 
WJK), “The Foundational Efficiency of Love: Reconciling with Aquinas” Scottish Journal of 
Theology, and “Letting Go of Detachment: Eckhart’s Gelassenheit and the Immanence of the 
Spirit” forthcoming in The Spirit, Affectivity, and the Christian Tradition.!!!!!!!!!!
!
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Rick Quinn!
"Reclaiming Kenosis as a Theopoetic Category to Address White Privilege "!!
November 6, Parallel Session 5, Room 1 (3:30pm–5:30pm)!!
Could it be that much of the insistence that we live in a "post-racial" and 
"color-blind" society masks a reflexive resistance to serious conversations 
about race, matters many whites want to insist are settled?  This presentation 
explores this resistance as symptomatic of the ways in which "white" identity 
is marked by white supremacy and privilege and thus any attempt to name 

and critique the latter is received, in varying degrees of consciousness, as attacks on the self.  To 
address this within the redemptive narrative of Christian faith, the theopoetic power of the 
notion of kenosis is explored as a way a vision can be offered where the dissolution of a self as 
an emptying of white supremacy and privilege is seen as an essential move of faith to be 
embraced rather than a threat to be resisted.  The presentation will engage the work of Peter 
Rollins on kenosis and it's interaction with John Caputo's notion of the "weakness of God" along 
with poststructuralist philosophies of the subject like Judith Butler's work in conversation with 
theological theological engagements of race in the works of Willie James Jennings, Cornel West 
and others to explore implications for theology, liturgy and Christian formation.  !!
Rick Quinn lives in Goodlettsville, TN just outside of Nashville.  He is currently a freelance 
writer and part of the Core team  for “The Encounter@Edgehill,” a movement of authentic 
community in the city fostering vital conversations, compassionate community, and life-giving 
action.  He serves as a member of the Nashville District UMC Strategy Team, as Associate Lay 
Leader for the Nashville District UMC, and as Vice-Chair for the Vanderbilt University Wesley 
Foundation.  He is a graduate of Vanderbilt Divinity School where he earned his Masters in 
Divinity and pursued graduate studies in theology at Vanderbilt University School of Religion.  
Rick has served as a director of Christian Education at the local church level, in the non-profit 
social service realm, and has taught in adjunct and visiting professor roles at Perkins School of 
Theology at SMU, Trevecca Nazarene University, and Fisk University.  He blogs at https://
ricktquinn.wordpress.com/ .!!!!!!!!!
!!!!!!
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Alan Richard!
"This Church is F***ed: Between Christ and the Kinaidos"!!
November 5, Parallel Session 1, Room 3 (10:30am–12:30pm)!!
This presentation brings some good news and bad news to purportedly 
“queer-friendly” Christians. The good news: far from creating anti-queer 
sentiment or theology, and the Christian confession of “Jesus as Lord” is 
foolishness and a scandal to them. The bad news: Christian theology, 
inasmuch as it interprets the Christ event as the coincidence of power and 
love, actually reaffirms what it scandalizes. It suggests that the encounter 

between Christ and the kinaidos, or “f***ed male,” of Hellenistic and Roman imperial politics, 
ethics, and theology challenges ecclesiology to choose between a thinly-disguised imperial 
option and a following of the one who embraces a ‘pouring out’ that is less well-behaved, going 
as far as destitution and utter degradation. !!
Alan Jay Richard, Ph.D., is an independent scholar and activist affiliated with Realistic Living, a 
nonprofit community in rural north Texas that experiments with new forms of collective 
Christian practice. He has been involved in activism since his work with the AIDS group ACT-
UP in Syracuse during the late 1980s, leading to a 20-year career in public health epidemiology 
and research. Since leaving that career to work in the religion field, he has also been involved in 
environmental and anti-poverty activism. Along with his Realistic Living work, he serves as 
president of Citizens Organizing for Resources and Environment, and facilitator for the Fannin 
County Good Food Project, an effort to address rural food insecurity. He is currently interested 
in developing educational and spiritual formation paths for unconventional and subversive 
ministries.!!!!

Zane Ridings!
"Radical Hospitality in the Progressive Church"!!
November 5, Room 2, Parallel Session 3 (4:15pm–5:45pm)!!
Postmodern hospitality recognizes that we are bound by conditionality, but 
the unconditional can strengthen our hospitality and make the church more 
radically open. After presenting Derridean hospitality and an understanding 
of law that catalyzes hospitality, we will turn to a case study congregation 
that should help broaden our conception of what the progressive church can 
do and be. This presentation should be helpful for all clergy, scholars, and laity interested in 
having conversations and making changes that promote radical inclusivity and grace in the 
congregational setting.!!
Zane Ridings is a second year M.Div student at Brite Divinity School, and is currently Minister-
in-Training at Midway Hills Christian Church in north Dallas. Zane's studies normally focus on 
praxis, liberation theology, and missions/evangelization. He has an honors degree in 
philosophy and religion from Eureka College, and his senior honors thesis was titled Walking 
Alongside the Least of These: Liberation Hermeneutics and Praxis in Guatemala. !



!!
Christopher D. Rodkey!

"You'll Have to Pry Christendom From My Cold, Dead Hands: God's Not !
! Dead as Reverse Revenge Fantasy"!!
November 5, Parallel Session 1, Room 1 (10:30am–12:00pm)!!
The death of God theology is ridiculed by implication in director Harold 
Cronk’s 2014 film, God’s Not Dead. I propose that this film enacts a reverse 
revenge fantasy that victimizes the Christians in the film as a means of 
fantasizing what Christians wish they could do to atheists in higher 
education settings and expresses a jealousy toward atheists’ supposed 

control of the university.  Furthermore, I propose that this particular manifestation of Christian 
victimization discloses the thread which connects evangelicals’ political suppression of 
homosexuality, shari’a, and atheism in the public realm.!
 !
Christopher D. Rodkey is Pastor of St. Paul's UCC, Dallastown, PA, and teaches for Penn State's 
York Campus and Lexington Theological Seminary online.  His books include The Synaptic 
Gospel, Too Good to Be True, and The World is Crucifixion (forthcoming).  He is editor of 
Intersections: Theology and the Church in a World Come of Age, a new series from Noesis Press / 
The Davies Group.!
!!
!
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Alex Ruth!
"The Relationships between Science, Society, and Church Structure"!!
November 6, Parallel Session 5, Room 2 (3:30pm–5:30pm)!!
There have been seismic shifts in industry, science, and technology in the 
past several decades. Many churches have been left struggling to catch up. 
This presentation examines these monumental changes, and suggests some 
possible ways people and communities of faith can respond to the growing 
polarization in politics and religion. !!
Alex has a deep love the community of faith, in both its local and universal expressions. 
However, he feels the structures of the church have not kept pace with new developments in 
science, technology, and industry. He is currently working on his doctoral dissertation as a 
Doctor of Ministry candidate at Bethel Seminary, studying church leadership and organizational 
systems. He has served as the pastor of Marshfield Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) for the 
past nine years. He is married with two teenagers, and enjoys volunteering with the Cross 
Country program in the Marshfield School District. Alex has also served on, and was recently 
the President of, the Drury School of Religion board. !!!



Richard A. Thomas!!
"A Change is Gonna Come: A Pragmatic View of the Black Church and !
!   Social Activism"!!
November 6, Parallel Session 5, Room 3 (3:30pm–5:30pm)!!
Through both popular media depictions and the experiences of many 
African American congregants Black Church Institutions have been seen as 
a force for social justice. This presentation seeks to complicate that notion 

through arguing that it is not Black Church Institutions but rather a specific idea within those 
institution that has been the driving force for social activism. Specifically, the notion of prophesy 
in the forms of rhetoric, politics, and practice has been at the forefront of justice work 
historically and into the present. Understanding a nuanced view of prophesy can help religious 
practitioners to address the various challenges that Black Church Institutions face in the future.!!
Texas Christian University/ Brite Divinity School, Theology and History Graduate Student!
I am currently an advanced programming student in the fields of theology and history. My 
current research projects examine the intersections of race, class, and gender from a theological, 
sociological, and historical framework. Through exploring the intricacies of these categories it is 
possible to create a more detailed accounted of historical narratives from marginalized 
perspectives that have been lost or hidden because of kyriarchical cultural constructs. 
Ultimately, it is through examining these constructs that we can gain new insight into both 
social justice issues as well as the ethical implications of this exploration.!!

! ! ! ! Noëlle Vahanian!
“Transcending Identities"!!
November 6, Parallel Session 5, Room 1 (3:30pm–5:30pm)!!
In a world where the Palestinian child grows up hating her Israeli 
neighbor or where Christianity emboldens homophobia, identity, whether 
particular or universal, should not be the anchor of faith. The community 
of the church must not be founded on a sense of belonging together by virtue of a shared 
identity. While differences do matter, the role of a church community is neither to make of the 
many a universal one, or to multiply into as many communities as there are identities, or to 
welcome the many and affirm their varied differences. Instead, church community must 
transcend identity altogether, affirm the radical instability of any identitarian politic, and 
inscribe what is otherwise invisible, and which, drawing from Catherine Malabou’s plastic 
ontology can be characterized as the empty but resistant essence of identity reduced to its 
plastic being.!!
Noëlle Vahanian is Professor of Philosophy at Lebanon Valley College, a liberal arts college in 
central Pennsylvania. She is the author of Language, Desire, and Theology: A Genealogy of the Will 
to Speak, Routledge Press, 2003, and more recently, of The Rebellious No: Variations on a Secular 
Theology of Language, Fordham University Press, 2014.  She is currently working on a book 
relating contemporary philosophy to genocide studies, with a special emphasis on the case of 
Armenia and the problem of denialism.!



!!!!!!!
William A. Walker III!

"Imagining the Beauty and Drama of Christ from History's Underside: Toward 
! an Ecclesial Postmodern Political Theology"!!
November 5, Parallel Session 1, Room 3 (10:30am–12:00pm)!!
If postmodern theology is to awaken the political imagination of Christian 
churches and their congregants in a subversive and liberating fashion, it must 
do at least two things: speak with a depth of theological conviction and fidelity 
to the tradition that nevertheless transcends premodern and modern 

epistemological barriers on the one hand, while recasting ecclesial mission in terms of an 
economic ethic from the view of the underside of euro-american colonial-capitalist history on 
the other hand. In order to do this, I draw on the aesthetic and dramatic structure of Hans Urs 
von Balthasar's "post-critical" understanding of revelation, as well as on the post-colonial and 
liberationist ethics of the Argentine-Mexican political philosopher Enrique Dussel. Putting these 
two perspectives in conversation with each other produces a great deal of tension but also 
political and theological fruit. The challenge then is to explore how the results can apply to 
North American ecclesial practice. !!
Bill is the associate pastor of Saint Peter's Church in Charleston, SC, and is also nearing the 
completion of his PhD in philosophy of religion and theology at Claremont Graduate 
University. His dissertation is entitled "Globalization, Violence and Salvation: Toward a 
Transmodern Political Theology of Neighborliness and Resistance."  Previously Bill has taught 
classes in Christian ethics, theology and philosophy as an adjunct professor at the University of 
the Incarnate Word in San Antonio, TX. He holds a masters in theological studies from Truett 
Theological Seminary and a bachelors degree in economics and Spanish from Baylor University.!!!!
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!
Luke Winslow!

"Animals and the Table: A Prophetic Psychoanalysis of Food Politics in the !
! Church" !!
November 5, Parallel Session 3, Room 3 (4:15pm–5:45pm)!!
With Creation thrust back into conversation after the Pope's most recent 
encyclical, Christians are once again being confronted with the question of 
how the human is to relate to the nonhuman. For a tradition centered around 
a table that was made available to all, it might seem odd that the usual place 

for animals at tables in most Christian homes is on a plate to be eaten as food. 
So then, what ethics mark the space that defines animals as Other to humans, and where have 
these been present, hidden, or absent in the Christian narrative(s)? What historical and social 
processes have led to the current structure of industrial animal agriculture in modern 
capitalism, and what has been Christianity's role in accepting or challenging such power? The 
work of Emmanuel Levinas, René Girard, and others opens room for thinking political 
subjectivity outside the confines of ontological hierarchies, political dominions, and religious 
dogmas. Bringing these theological interlocutors into conversation provides ways forward for 
grounding postmodern Christian practice in a spirit of responsibility and liberation for the 
Other.!!
Luke studied psychology and philosophy at Southern Nazarene in Oklahoma and is currently 
pursuing Masters work at The Seattle School of Theology and Psychology. His thesis interests 
revolve around the intersection of continental thought within relational psychology, religious 
presences in the animal liberation movement, and deciding whether Becker or Girard was more 
right on the human condition. He enjoys figuring out how to find space for more books while 
living in his car, hiking around the Pacific Northwest on the weekends, and constantly 
hounding friends for a deep conversation.!!
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Kieryn Wurts!
"On Interfaith Engagement: Politics and Primordial Gentleness"!!
 November 7, Parallel Session 6, Room 2 (12:45pm–2:15pm)!!
An inquiry into interfaith engagement accessible for both theorists and 
practitioners, this paper will explore the contemporary context of interfaith 
movements, the value of cultivating localized interfaith networks in our 

own cities, and questions around what it means to be the “Christian” delegate in interfaith 
settings. All of this is in pursuit of a Levinasian politics of interfaith engagement not of 
sameness and stability but rather a politics that is truly transformative.!!
Kieryn Wurts (BA Religious Studies, BA International Studies University of Denver, 2015) is a 
writer, young scholar, a sometimes reluctant activist, and occasional poet. She has spent the past 
few years engaging with the budding interfaith movement in Denver, CO. This has included 
intensive experience in the realm of experimental campus outreach, and coalition and solidarity 
building across lines of religious difference. She has also worked as a guest in the Denver Jewish 
community at the Center for Judaic Studies/Holocaust Awareness Institute as well as with 
Hazon International focusing on issues in the Jewish sustainable foods movement. Additionally, 
she has engaged extensively in the area of traditional Christian campus ministry. Kieryn’s 
research interests include the ethics of religious pluralism, postmodern Christianities and the 
genealogy of Christianity, contemporary political economy, and intersections of post-
structuralism and theology. She is currently preparing to pursue intensive German language 
study and student ministry in partnership with Bethel House and project:community in Vienna, 
Austria.!!

! ! ! ! ! An Yountae!
"Dwelling with Melancholia: Racial Justice and the Political/Spiritual !
!   Possibility of Emotion"!!
November 5, Parallel Session 3, Room 1 (4:15pm–5:45pm)!
 !
This paper argues for the need to reconsider the political implications of 
collective affect in the discussions of the contemporary political and spiritual 
life, particularly in the aftermaths of Ferguson, Baltimore, and Charleston. I 
contend that the depathologization of melancholia allows us to envision the 
spiritual/theological as a political and affective project. Following the lead of 
Giorgio Agamben who reads acedia, the ancient root/form of melancholia prevalent in ancient/
medieval monastic life, as a struggle and flight before the absolute and one’s spiritual 
possibility, I propose that we read melancholia as a struggle with absolute alterity and as a 
source of spiritual possibility.!
 !
An Yountae is a Visiting Assistant Professor in the Department of Religion and Philosophy at 
Lebanon Valley College, Annville, PA. As a Korean-Argentinian scholar of religion, his research 
explores the intersection between continental philosophy of religion, cultural studies, and the 
Latin American/Afro-Caribbean intellectual tradition. His first book, entitled The De/Colonial 
Abyss (Fordham University Press, forthcoming), attempts to politicize the mystical figure of the 
abyss in dialogue with Neoplatonic mysticism, German idealism (Hegel), and the Caribbean 
decolonial thought (Edouard Glissant).  !!



Entangled Difference: A Political Theology of Incarnation!
!
Entangled Difference is a transformance art liturgy facilitated by Aaron Ellis, Adam Moore, 
Keegan Osinski, and Erin Schendzielos.!!
November 6, Room 4 (9:00pm–???)!!
Also Presenting!!Len Baglow!
Brandy Daniels!
Neil DeRoo!
Bo Eberle!
Lisa Gasson-Gardner!
Robyn Henderson-Espinoza!
Grace Ji-Sun Kim!
John McCulloch!
Johann-Albrecht Meylahn!
Aaron Murphy!
Elijah Prewitt-Davis!
Randy Reed!
Bill Rose-Heim!
Jonathan Russell!
George Schmidt and Daniel Aguilar!
Rob Saler!
Joe Strife!
Tripp Fuller!
Kyle Warren!
Jay Yoder


